Proposal for a better organisation of L1/L2 teaching for SWALS
in the primary cycle at the European School of Varese
Following the new rules adopted by the BoG in April 2011
, the organisation of L1/L2 teaching in the primary cycle has been changed at the European School of Varese. While allowing a certain reduction of the costs, the current organisation is greatly penalising the SWALS enrolled in the vehicular language sections and, indirectly, their classmates. In this document is presented an alternative organisation that guarantees to all SWALS of the European School of Varese, the same teaching quality as before with an equivalent cost reduction.
In the European Schools, SWALS are normally enrolled in one of the vehicular language sections and, in most schools (Munich, Brussels II, Brussels IV, etc.), the organisation of L1/L2 teaching for SWALS in the primary cycle is the one recommended by the SWALS working group: mother tongue lessons for SWALS take place when non-SWALS have their L2 lessons. Thus SWALS receive a complete L1 syllabus in the section language, which allows them to follow adequately all other lessons of the section. This is very important because SWALS are generally not exposed to their section language outside the school.
Since 1998, SWALS are also allowed to enrol in the host country language section even when this language is not vehicular (IT section in Varese, ES section in Alicante and NL section in Bergen and Mol). These SWALS must therefore study an additional language because neither their L1 nor their L2 coincides with the section language. In particular, the abovementioned organisation of L1/L2 teaching is not possible for them. The incompatibility between the needs of the SWALS of the vehicular and host country language sections can be dealt with in three different ways which are illustrated hereafter on a concrete case: the 1st primary of Varese which, this year, hosts 15 SWALS (11 in the EN section, 4 in the IT section) speaking 8 different mother tongues (BG, EL, ES, FI, PO, PT, SL and SV).
1- Old organisation (different timetables)- Contrarily to SWALS of the vehicular language sections, SWALS of the host country language section attend the L2 lessons together with non-SWALS and their mother tongue lessons are organised during part of the L1 timeslots of their class (this is largely compensated by the exposition to the section language outside the school). As a consequence, mother tongue lessons may need to be duplicated: In the 1st primary of Varese, there would have been two such cases this year (ES and PO). Conversely, since SWALS of the vehicular language sections do not attend L2 lessons, the number of L2 classes is the lowest possible: In the 1st primary of Varese, only five classes of L2 would have been required this year (three EN, one FR and one DE). Thus, the number of L1/L2 classes would have been 15 in total.
2- Current organisation (timetable of the host country language section)- SWALS of the vehicular language sections adopt the timetable of the host country language section: they follow the L2 lessons together with non-SWALS (even if these lessons are unsuited to their needs) and miss 5/16 in P1-P2 (or 5/9 in P3-P4-P5) L1 lessons of their section (even if these lessons are suited to their needs) to follow mother tongue lessons. As a consequence, no mother tongue lesson needs to be duplicated but more L2 classes may be required in order to host SWALS of the vehicular language section. In the 1st primary of Varese, six classes of L2 have been required this year (four EN, one FR and one DE). Thus, the number of L1/L2 classes is 14 in total.
3- Proposed organisation (timetable of the vehicular language sections)- SWALS of the host country language section adopt partly the timetable of the vehicular language sections: during the L2 timeslots, they follow their mother tongue lessons and L2 lessons are then organised only for them during part of the L1 timeslots of their class. As a consequence, no mother tongue lesson needs to be duplicated but more L2 classes may be required for SWALS of the host country language section. In the 1st primary of Varese, six classes of L2 would have been required this year (four EN among which one composed of the 4 SWALS of the Italian section, one FR and one DE). Thus, the number of L1/L2 classes would have been 14 in total, the same as currently.
The proposed organisation combines the qualities of both current and old organisations:
· As in the current organisation, SWALS of the vehicular and host country language sections have their mother tongue lessons together.
· As in the old organisation, SWALS of the vehicular language sections follow all the L1 lessons with their “class” as any SWALS in other European Schools. They get a complete L1 curriculum.
· However, as in the current organisation, new SWALS who are not yet able to follow adequately all the English lessons with their “class” can attend the L2-EN lessons organised for the SWALS of the Italian section during the L1 lessons of the section.
· As in the current/old organisation, SWALS of the host country language section have to miss some L1 lessons of their “class” but this is unavoidable because they must study 3 languages, L1, L2 and the section language. However they have the same (or better) learning conditions (similar timetable but L2 lessons in smaller groups).

Finally, the proposed organisation requires more or less the same number of L1/L2 classes as the current organisation and therefore less than the old organisation. For the whole primary, the total number of L1/L2 classes is 75 with the current organisation, would have been 86 with the old organisation, and would be 77 with the proposed organisation
. In other words, this year at Varese, with two additional 5-periods courses, (among which one assumed by a detached teacher), that is approximately 8000€, the 50 SWALS of the vehicular language sections could have had the same suitable learning conditions as in any other school. For the SWALS already enrolled, the choice of a vehicular language section was mainly motivated by these suitable learning conditions. The proposed organisation should therefore be implemented at least for them.
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� SWALS are normally enrolled in one of the vehicular language (DE, EN, FR) sections. The language of the section is the pupil’s L2. SWALS can also be enrolled in the language section of the host country on condition that no additional costs are created. Their L2 should be English, French or German.


� If all SWALS were enrolled in the vehicular language section of their L2, both the proposed and the old organisations would require only 70 L1/L2 classes while the current organization would still require 75 classes.





