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European Schools 
· The main aim of the European Schools is to provide a multilingual education for the children of staff of the EU Institutions, They were established by an intergovernmental agreement signed by the 27 Member States and the Commission (representing the EU Institutions): "the Convention of the European Schools". 
· Decisions are taken in the Board of Governors (BoG) where all Member States and the Commission are represented with one vote each. 
· Funding of the system provided for in the Convention of the European Schools is structured as follows:
· The host country is responsible for providing the infrastructure for the schools;

· The Member States second teachers and pay their national salaries; 

· Some organisations and individuals pay fees for the education in the schools if the enrolment policy allows for this at their specific location;

· The EU budget then covers the remaining part of the overall budget of the schools. 
· Currently there are 12 European schools in 8 duty stations of the European Institutions. They provide tuition to 23.000 pupils in 25 languages and 15 language sections. The biggest are the 4 schools in Brussels and the 2 in Luxembourg which all together school 14.500 pupils.
· The European schools give priority access to the children of EU staff as well as those of national officials working in the Permanent Representations of the Member States to the European Union.

· The European Schools are of high importance for me and the European Commission as a whole. They are fundamental to the good functioning of the European Civil Service, which comprises a large number of expatriate staff from all over Europe, and requires a high level of mobility between duty stations. 

· The European Schools provide nursery, primary and secondary education. Tuition is delivered in the pupils' native language, thus ensuring that children living in an international environment develop a sense of belonging within a European and also their own national communities. Pupils sit the European Baccalaureate, at the end of their studies.

The European Baccalaureate is recognized throughout the European Union, thus allowing the children to join or re-join a national education system if and when their parents return to their country of origin, or to attend University studies in their homeland.
· In the name of the Commission and of all the European Institutions the Commission represents in the Board of Governors, I would like to thank Member States, and in particular those hosting a European School, for the effort they make in seconding national teachers and providing the premises for the schools. I know that this is not easy in the current period of budgetary restrictions.
· I am here today because I would like to draw your attention to some issues that are of concern for the European Schools and on which I am sure we will find a good collaboration:

· First of all, I have to draw your attention on the fact that if we want the European Schools to work well on both a pedagogical and a financial level, then all Member States must fulfil their obligations as defined in the Convention of the European Schools with regard to seconding staff.

Even though all Member States contribute to the system, some of them still need to make an extra effort if they are going to shoulder their fair share of the burden as provided for in the agreement on the reform of the System concluded in 2009 in the Board of Governors. This is very important because the continuity of the system is at stake.
· Another issue to which I have to draw your attention is the recognition, by the national educational systems, of the diplomas delivered by the European Schools. As a matter of fact, pupils from certain Member States experience some difficulties in having their notes properly valued. This puts in jeopardy the very nature of the system, which lies on the premise that pupils can at any point return to their national education system without impediment.
· I will address bilaterally in a letter the outstanding issues, if any, so that I'm sure my services and yours' will be able to find a good solution

· Finally, I would like to draw your attention to another key element of the aforementioned reform of 2009, namely the opening up of the European schools' system to the national education systems. This process enables national schools to deliver the curriculum and the European Baccalaureate.

· Some Member States have already decided to offer this education. At the moment five schools of this kind have already been accredited and several other projects are in the process of accreditation. 

· This opening up of the system enables national authorities to enlarge the already existing range of education on offer so that each child who has reached school age  can find the curriculum that corresponds best to his or her pedagogical needs.

The accreditation procedures put in place by the Board of Governors allow for a rather simple transfer of the European education system to the national educational system and offer the possibility to deliver the European Baccalaureate which is recognised in all EU MS.
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