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With a crowd such as yourselves, I don’t need to tell you that Interparents coordinates and represents the parent association’s from all the European schools or talk to you about the importance we attach to European Education, the European spirit and sense of European identity that our schools give their pupils.

The importance parents, who started this whole European schooling idea back in 1953 in Luxembourg, attached to it then is true today. Parents are those most closely associated with the life of the schools – both their successes and their problems. Our members, through daily experience over long years, know these schools well and contribute to them. When we propose alternatives, and sometimes criticise, it is on the basis of this large experience, bearing in mind that most of the parents are themselves highly educated, European minded and have a thorough experience of the European Institutions.

So, like my predecessors before me, I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the many parents of the European Schools who – over the years – have devoted time, energy and ability throughout their schools. From those who help in the Primary school libraries, to those who serve on the management committees of the school bus services, canteen and extra-curricular activities, to the elected members of their governing bodies, to those picking up their children from school and helping them with their homework, to those who years after their kids have finished school, are still here today helping us.
I would also like to pay tribute to all the teachers and staff at the schools, whose efforts impact directly on our children’s successes. And successful it is for many of them, getting into universities and good jobs all over Europe. The European Baccalaureate tests experience and knowledge acquired over a decade of education, testing the whole child through continual assessment and oral examinations as well as written ones. Our children have no idea what a privilege it is for them to benefit from this brand of multi-cultural, multi-lingual education.
Now, I realise it is far from perfect, that there are many problems due to overcrowding, lost hours, insufficient schools days, lack of common educational materials. That too many students have to leave the system because they are failing, repeating, or the schools are unable to offer a curriculum suitable for their abilities. But these are things that can be changed with more investment in infrastructure, teachers, teacher training and inspections.
These are issues you have been talking about all day. However, this meeting is not just to see where we are - following the Reform - but also to see where we are going. Ten years ago, 2002, the schools were at a turning point and a “Consultation on options for developing the European Schools system” began. The European Parliament and member States advocated the opening up of the system and the strengthening of the Baccalaureate. Today we are at another turning point exacerbated by the financial crisis. Therefore, we are delighted that the European Parliament is again looking into the question of European schools and we look forward with interest to their report under the auspices of Mr. Jean-Marie Cavada of the Education and Culture Committee.

I say with interest, because many of their past recommendations have not been followed or their original intentions have been circumvented. They advocated “more school autonomy as regards operational and financial matters” … we have never seen less. They urgently required solutions for excessively high pupil numbers” then … overcrowding today is worse than ever and no solution is in sight. They requested the Board of Governors to “discontinue the repartition of pupils in three categories, as it is discriminatory” … now it is all but institutionalised. They paid tribute to “the high intrinsic value of the European baccalaureate” and called for its wider spread … not its reform. They asked for “the allocation of resources in terms of finance, staff and expertise .. for children with special educational needs and to fully promote the concept of inclusive education” and “to ensure that the fabric and design of the buildings are accessible for children with physical disabilities and to take any other steps deemed necessary in order to support all pupils with special educational needs”… with only 2.5% of school population as SEN, we are still far below the European average.
Interparents reject the size of cuts demanded. We support the reform and expansion of the European Schools system and in particular:

· Maintaining and improving the recognition the European Baccalaureate;

· Broadening European education to accommodate a wider range of abilities and disabilities among the schools’ pupils who should not be restricted to only EU staff children;

· Devolving decision-making to the schools themselves with strong quality control system;

· Strengthening participation of all stakeholders, in decisions and management throughout the system, including parents, teachers, educational experts, local and regional authorities, companies.
Interparents believe that it is time for the original political impetus to be renewed. The European Schools and the European Baccalaureate are a platform for the European Union to coordinate a major expansion in European education. They are part of public education in Europe and should address to the population as a whole. The time is right. Now is the time to act boldly and constructively so lets do it together.
