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Brussels, 26 November 2009
Dear Members of the Board of Governors,
During your next meeting on the 3-4 December, the Board of Governors will discuss the proposed guidelines for the enrolment policy to the European Schools for years 2010-11.

These proposals are the result of difficult negotiations within the Central Enrolment Authority. This was largely due to the fact that the three largest Brussels schools, having already reached their maximum capacity, will no longer be in a position to honour all the requests for enrolments; as stated by the Secretary General in her document on the Situation of the infrastructure of the European Schools in Brussels (2009-D-3510- en-1).
The Commission has made the same statement in its recent communication to the Parliament on the functioning of the European School System in 2008 (COM(2009)598), when it clearly stated that it will be essential to have temporary premises available from September 2010; otherwise it will not be possible to accept some of the applications for enrolment of children of Community staff.
We are therefore pleased that the Secretary General has clearly proposed that:
· All the necessary steps are being taken to make available additional premises, corresponding to the requirements of the European Schools, as early as September 2010 and until handover, ready for occupancy, of the Laeken site in 2012;

· The discussions concerning the fifth European School in Brussels can start as soon as possible, with a view to the school’s opening in good time to prevent persistence of the recurrent overcrowding problems experienced by the existing schools for several years now.
We thank you in advance for the attention you will pay to these proposals and for supporting them.
Yours sincerely.
Felix Montag
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