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	INTRODUCTION
	

	
The European Baccalaureate (EB) is a highly regarded certificate, which evaluates the outcome of a unique educational programme (a programme that is currently only available at the European Schools (ES)). Pupils coming from various European countries are educated together, following the ES programme in a multilingual and multicultural European environment, and at the same time they are exposed to their mother tongue and culture.

The EB/ES system, with language sections and teaching in mother tongue by native speakers, allows pupils who are living abroad to be educated in their own country's language and culture. This enables these pupils to reintegrate with ease into schools or universities back home. Mother tongue teaching – including the less widely spoken European languages – is therefore an important feature of the ES system for families intending to live abroad, for companies and institutions attracting international staff, for the mobility of labour, which the internal market increasingly requires.

The ES system promotes Europe’s cultural and linguistic diversity in a unique way, and nurtures a strong sense of European identity. Pupils already in Primary School interact with their peers from the other language sections in the playground and when working jointly on diverse projects and subjects.  In Secondary School students take History and Geography in a vehicular language. Groups of mixed nationalities are taught by teachers coming from a different European culture, thereby also providing a broader prospective on these subjects. The unique cross-cultural socialisation fosters tolerance and understanding of individuals’ differences.  

The programmes leading to the EB are a truly European synthesis, to which inspectors and teachers from all the different European countries contribute. EB examinations are taken in the student’s mother tongue and in his/her vehicular language. The harmonised curriculum offers a wide choice of options allowing pupils to specialise, e.g. to take both humanities and sciences, and to take three languages apart from their mother tongue up to the completion of their studies.

The Convention entitles holders of the European Baccalaureate “to seek admission to any university in the territory of any Member State on the same terms as nationals of that Member State with equivalent qualifications. (See 1994 Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools, Art. 5,2.b.) The recognised and frequently praised European Baccalaureate enables and allows access to university education across Europe. The European baccalaureate allows its holder to apply for admission to all European universities.

The European Parliament reiterates its conviction that the increasing exchange of students between European universities, the globalisation of the word economy and the high intrinsic value of the European Baccalaureate justifies its wider spread and its full recognition without discrimination by universities in Member States and in third countries.
	

	

	WIDER AVAILABILITY OF THE EUROPEAN BACCALAUREATE
	

	
The success of the European Baccalaureate has led to a broader interest for its wider availability in several Member States. The option of offering the European Baccalaureate outside the current schools system should be considered. The merits of making the European Baccalaureate more widely available as a school leaving certificate outside the European Schools, on the understanding, however, that the necessary guarantees would have to be in place so as to meet the quality standards upon which the Baccalaureate is based.

What is clear is the need to upgrade to international standards the organisation, administration and quality assurance aspects of the European Baccalaureate, beginning with an expert external evaluation exercise taken by the Board of Governors to identify the measures that need to be taken, before any decision to make the examinations available to schools outside the European Schools System.


	

	

	EUROPEAN SCHOOLS' EDUCATION COUNCIL
	

	
Currently, the European baccalaureate is run by the Secretary General’s Office in association with the Board of Inspectors (BoI). This arrangement was originally designed to handle the European baccalaureate for a limited number of pupils attending the European Schools, in a limited number of languages, and this system cannot in future cope with growing numbers in a multiplicity of locations, with new languages added.

Notwithstanding the introduction of an alternative leaving certificate, the high intrinsic value of the EB must be maintained. The EB examination system needs to be reviewed to ensure a harmonised approach and high academic quality. Concerns about the absence of real quality evaluation of the ES education provisions and the way the inspection system operates have been expressed by parents and parents’ associations.

As the accreditation, according to point IV Agreement of document 2005-D-342-4 is supposed to entail the recognition of the equivalence of studies, the parents have to insist that this equivalence must not in any way jeopardise the recognition of studies as laid down in article 5.1. of the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools. The quality of the education in the European Schools is guaranteed by the Boards of Inspectors of the European Schools. Who will guarantee the same quality in associated schools?

It has been suggested that a practical and effective solution to face the new challenges could be to establish a European Schools’ Education Council which would act as an examining Board, both for both the EB and an alternative leaving certificate. This Council could be composed of MS and Institution representatives and could take over all three inter-linked educational areas of the Schools’ system – setting of curricula, inspections and final examinations. This would simplify the current system, replacing the BoI and a significant part of the work of the BoG (including the Teaching Committees) and an important part of the work of the Secretary General’s office, by a more operationally independent system. At the same time, the establishment of this Council could provide an opportunity to review and update the curricula of the Schools.
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