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1. Legal basis 
Under Article 95 of the Financial Regulation, the Board of Governors “ ..;gives discharge to the 
Authorizing Officers and to the Administrative Boards of the Schools, for their respective 
responsibilities, and, in so far as the budgetary section of the Office is concerned, to the 
Authorizing Officer and to the Secretary-General, for their respective responsibilities, in respect of 
the implementation of the budget, normally before 30 April of the year following the submission of 
the Court of Auditors’ report.” 

 

2. Background  
The 2015 Budget set by the Board of Governors in April 2014, and modified by three amending 
Budgets, amounted to 288 843 292 EURO.  

On 31.12.2015, 283 336 053 EURO, or 98.1% of the aforementioned amount had been committed, 
of which €279 915 379 EURO in turn had been spent in the course of the financial year. An amount 
of 3 412 889 EURO of committed but unspent appropriations was carried over to the year 2016 (= 
approximately 1.2% of available commitments). Uncommitted appropriations amounting to 5 507 
238 EURO were cancelled (approximately 1.9% of the budget). 
 
Concerning revenues, payment demands totaling 286 298 363 EURO were established. In 
addition, there was the sum of 9 468 670 EURO, entitlements which had been established in the 
year 2014 and not collected at the end of that year. Out of these amounts payment of which was 
demanded, totaling 295 767 033 EURO, the sum of 286 257 975 EURO was actually collected in 
the course of the year 2015. An amount of 9 509 058 EURO was entered in the accounts in the 
year 2016 as outstanding amounts to be collected. Out of this amount still to be collected, 6 761 
515 EURO involved outstanding school fee accounts, contingent on payment of school fees in 
instalments and an additional 1 393 347 EURO relating to Category II contracts.    

The outcome of collected revenue minus commitments produces a surplus of 3 613 438 EURO, 
which includes the surplus from 2014 of 4 956 008 EURO.  
 

Out of the total surplus of 3 613 438 EURO, 14 138 EURO was paid into the Central Reserve 
Fund and 0 EURO into the Reserve Fund of the European School, Munich. The remaining surplus 
amounting to 3 599 300 EURO will be entered by the schools and Office as revenue in the 2016 
budget.  

In addition to the traditional tables showing the use of Budgetary appropriations, and to the 
calculation of the Budgetary result, the European Schools issued for the first time Financial 
Statements in compliance with Internationally accepted accounting standards as applied in the 
public sector (IPSAS). These statements include tables and notes showing the financial situation 
of the European Schools according to accrual accounting principles, thus reflecting a true and fair 
view of assets and liabilities.  

 

3. Facts 
The European Schools and the Office of the Secretary-General duly settled their 2015 budgets, 
drew up their respective closing of the accounts documents and submitted them for approval to 
their Administrative Boards or to the Secretary-General of the European Schools.  

 
The Office of the Secretary-General of the European Schools scrutinized all the closing of the 
accounts documents, consolidated them, determined the surplus and drew up a consolidated 
balance sheet as at 31.12.2015. 
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The aforementioned documents and closing of the accounts documents of the European Schools 
and of the General Secretariat were not transmitted within the time limit established in the Financial 
Regulation to the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers, the Commission of the European 
Union, the Court of Auditors, the Board of Governors and the members of the Budgetary 
Committee. The first time introduction of IPSAS rules as well as the first closure in the new 
accounting software SAP represented major obstacles for finalizing the consolidated accounts 
within the deadline which is foreseen in the Financial Regulation. Priority was thus given to the 
correct conclusion of the closure process.  

The Report from the European Court of Auditors for the 2015 accounts of the European Schools 
indeed conclude that their review “…did not reveal any material errors in the financial statements 
for 2015”. (annex II) 

 

4. Opinion of the Budgetary Committee 
 

The Budgetary Committee sent forward the discharge, with the doubts expressed and comments 
made by the delegations, and invited the Board of Governors to give a discharge to the Authorising 
Officers, to the Administrative Boards of the ES and to the Secretary-General. 

 

5. Proposal 

 

The Board of Governors is requested to: 

- give discharge for the implementation of the 2015 budget to the Authorizing Officers and 
Administrative Boards of the Schools and to the Authorizing Officer of the OSG and Secretariat-
General of the European Schools, in so far as the budgetary section of the General Secretariat is 
concerned, and 

- instruct its Secretary-General to inform the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers, the 
European Court of Auditors, the European Patent Office  and his predecessor in the post of this 
decision.  
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Annex I 
Consolidated closing of the accounts of the European Schools for the financial year 2014 (Doc. 
2016-05-D-7) 

Annex II 
Report of the Court of Auditors on the annual closing of the accounts of the European Schools for 
the financial year 2015 (Doc. 2016-11-D-28) 
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