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OF THE GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG
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       The Secretary-General of the









       Board of Governors of the









       European Schools









       European Commission

                                                                                     
       Building J-30, Office 2/073









       B-1049 BRUSSELS
Dear Sir,
With reference to my letter of 18 November 2014, I am writing to you to confirm that it is the intention of the Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg to set up an international school at Differdange as an Accredited European School, with the aim of widening and diversifying the range of state schooling offered. The plan is for the first classes to begin operating as from the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year.
The general interest file is appended hereto and I would request you to submit it to the Board of Governors for approval at its April 2015 meeting in Prague. 

I remain at your disposal should you have any questions concerning this matter.








Yours faithfully,








    (signature)








Claude MEISCH







Minister of Education,







Childhood and Youth

29, rue Aldringen
      
Tel.: (+352) 247-85100
info@men.lu
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	Creation of and implementing arrangements for the setting up of an International School at Differdange in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg as an Accredited European School




General Interest File
1. Introduction and background
In 2013, the European School system celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of its setting up.  At a ceremony held at the European School, Luxembourg I at Kirchberg on 12 April 2013, the Minister, Ms Mady Delvaux-Stehres, the Vice-President of the European Commission, Mr Maroš Šefčovič, and the Secretary-General of the European Schools, Mr Kari Kivinen, paid tribute in their speeches to the success story of the entire European School system.  

After the entry into force on 23 July 1952 of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), the High Authority’s officials and representatives quickly came to realise that a high-quality education needed to be offered to the children of staff of the European institutions.

The idea of offering children an education in their respective mother tongues took off. In September 1953, an association representing the educational and family interests of ECSC officials was set up.  In October 1953, the first primary classes admitted 72 pupils in the district of Limpertsberg in Luxembourg-City. The European School system had been born. 
Nowadays we know that the story of the European Schools is a success story.  The system therefore has 14 schools located in seven different countries, attended by some 25 000 pupils from nursery level up to secondary level.  

Right from the outset the system was open not only to the children of officials of the Commission and the other European institutions, commonly called category 1 pupils, but also to categories 2 and 3 pupils, for whom school fees are payable. The system gradually opened up to allow the creation of types II and III schools. 
In view of labour mobility in Europe and to give children of parents who are not EU officials the opportunity to join this tried-and-tested school system, the European Schools opened up their curricula and the European Baccalaureate to national schools in  2005, as recommended by the European Parliament.  Accredited European Schools are schools offering a European education corresponding to the pedagogical requirements set for the European Schools but as part of the Member States’ national school networks, and thus outside the legal, administrative and financial framework within which the European Schools have to work.  
At the present time there are nine Accredited European Schools:  
· Centre for European Schooling Dunshaughlin - Ireland
· Scuola per l’Europa di Parma - Italy
· School of European Education Heraklion - Greece
· European School of Strasbourg - France
· International School of Manosque - France
· European Schooling Helsinki - Finland
· Europese School Den Haag - Netherlands
· Europäische Schule RheinMain - Germany
· Tallinn European School - Estonia
In 2015, the Accredited Schools’ family will become larger, with the addition of 

· European School Copenhagen - Denmark

· Europa School UK - UK
· Scuola europea di Brindisi - Italy
In the same European spirit, Luxembourg would like to add a third European School, with Accredited European School status, in its territory in 2016. 
2. The European Schools in Luxembourg

In Luxembourg, with EU enlargement and hence the growing number of officials and other staff working for the institutions, the number of pupils on roll steadily increased.  That meant that the first school, located on Boulevard de la Foire and officially opened by Grand Duchess Charlotte on 11 December 1957, quickly became too small. First of all, the nursery school moved to Kirchberg. In 1994, the Chamber of Deputies voted through the law allowing the School as we know it today to be built. In 1997, the Board of Governors requested the Luxembourg Government to build a second school.  The Luxembourg II School opened on temporary premises alongside the first school in 2004, and those were used to accommodate the nursery and primary cycle. For organisational reasons the secondary classes were located in the first school.   

For the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year, the European School, Luxembourg II was able to move to its new premises at Bertrange-Mamer. On 1 October 2012, the European School, Luxembourg II was officially opened at Bertrange-Mamer.
With the aim of extending the range of Francophone and Anglophone classes offered in Luxembourg, on 16 May 2014, the Minister of Education, Childhood and Youth, Mr Claude Meisch, and the Secretary-General of the Board of Governors of the European Schools, Mr Kari Kivinen, signed a collaboration agreement to increase the capacity of the Francophone and Anglophone 
sections in Luxembourg. The two Luxembourg European Schools were thus able to admit around a hundred additional pupils to the Francophone and Anglophone sections at the beginning of the 2014-2015 school year. Those new places are open to children whose parents do not work for a European institution. 

The Luxembourg State contributes financially to the setting up and operation of the additional classes, over and above the existing regulatory framework, thus allowing more so-called category III pupils to attend the Luxembourg European Schools, where they are enrolled in the new classes, at 40% of the cost of the actual cost per pupil. The extension of the Francophone and Anglophone sections marked a first step in the Luxembourg government’s efforts to diversify the range of possibilities for education in different languages in Luxembourg, so as to cater for the growing heterogeneity of the pupil   population.

3. Extension and diversification of the range of schooling offered in Luxembourg

With the aim of increasing and diversifying the range of state schooling offered, it is therefore planned to set up an International School at Differdange, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg’s third largest town.  The town is located in the south west of the country and has a population of some 24 000. Surrounded by Sanem, Esch-sur-Alzette and Pétange, Differdange is located 7 km north west of Esch-sur-Alzette, the second largest town in the Grand Duchy.  The town is twinned with five other towns in the world.
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The priority targets of the new International School at Differdange will be the young people of Differdange and of the south of the country. Following the University of Luxembourg’s relocation to Belval and the setting up of branches of multinational companies in the region, its population is becoming increasingly international. The availability of high-quality education is an important factor in the decision of a company, of a foreign investor or of scientific experts as to whether or not to set up in Luxembourg. 
The setting up of an International School in the south of the country is intended to provide yet another response to the growing heterogeneity of the pupil population.   It is the government’s responsibility to offer a state education system in which each and every pupil has a chance of succeeding, whatever the language spoken at home. In addition to efforts to integrate foreign pupils who will remain in the country, offering a new International School matches the needs of young people who are temporarily resident in the Grand Duchy and who are expected to continue their education and/or embark on their career in a different country.  
The classes of the International School at Differdange are additional to the international education possibilities already available, namely: 
· the International Baccalaureate offered at Lycée technique du Centre (Francophone classes) and at Athénée du Luxembourg (Anglophone classes);

· the classes leading to the General Certificate of Secondary Education and A Level examinations, offered at Lycée Michel Lucius; 
· the Francophone and Anglophone sections at the Luxembourg European School at Luxembourg-Kirchberg and Bertrange-Mamer, to which the Luxembourg State contributes financially and which are also open to children whose parents do not work for a European institution. 
The plan is for the International School at Differdange initially to start operating on temporary premises. For the primary and secondary schools, premises will be built on the Plateau du funiculaire. The work is scheduled to be completed by the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year. 
4. Total pupil population and pupil population in the European Schools in Luxembourg

	School
	cycle
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Luxembourg I
	Nursery
	374
	413
	382
	448

	
	Primary

	930
	949
	1 042
	1 138

	
	Secondary

	2 275
	1 353
	1 362
	1 386

	Total Lux I


	
	3 579
	2 715
	2 786
	2 972

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Luxembourg II
	Nursery
	247
	238
	270
	299

	
	Primary

	710
	708
	773
	842

	
	Secondary

	-
	-
	1 058
	1 102

	Total Lux II
	
	957
	1 967
	2 101
	2 243

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Population in Luxembourg
	
	4 536
	4 682
	4 887
	5 215

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total population in the 14 European Schools
	
	23 367
	23 869
	24 547
	25 385


The pupil population of the two European Schools, like the total population of the European Schools, is constantly increasing. The figures shown in the above table come from the reports containing facts and figures on the beginning of the successive school years, published by the Office of the Secretary-General of the European Schools. 

5. Pupil population in the south of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg

The following table shows the number of enrolments in year 7 of secondary education, in year 7 of technical secondary education and in year 7 of secondary education preparing students for higher education, for the years 2000-2001 to 2014-2015.
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LGE ES 196 196 204 182 192 201 180 176 154 163 166 179 172 158 140

LGE Total 196 196 204 182 192 201 180 176 154 163 166 179 172 158 140

LHCE ES 181 162 121 170 207 224 197 169 167 134 131 100 117 104 103

LHCE Total 181 162 121 170 207 224 197 169 167 134 131 100 117 104 103

LNB ES 30 28 28 26 34 33 49 58 55 53 65 49 56 61 48

EST CYC INF 159 160 175 200 178 170 207 214 190 205 195 179 208 179 177

PREP 48 28 22 35 37 66 68 67 54 63 69 81 73 62 76

LNB Total 237 216 225 261 249 269 324 339 299 321 329 309 337 302 301

LBV ES 18

EST CYC INF 120 79 69 83

PREP 48 56 50 60

LBV Total 186 135 119 143

LTMA ES 16 25 32 43 34 26 28 36 22 17

EST CYC INF 169 161 168 190 155 176 192 202 272 264 283 243 246 208 178

PREP 62 122 80 77 66 72 87 59 76 97 113 91 99 101 113

LTMA Total 247 283 248 267 221 248 304 293 391 395 422 362 381 331 308

LTE EST CYC INF 290 249 165 164 198 252 255 244 253 232 206 161 210 163 207

PREP 60 56 46 64 95 80 67 79 59 96 84 60 71 64 80

LTE Total 350 305 211 228 293 332 322 323 312 328 290 221 281 227 287

LTL EST CYC INF 114 127 112 54 137 120 136 132 142 171 174 243 198

PREP 16

LTL Total 114 127 112 54 137 120 136 132 142 171 190 243 198

EPMC EST CYC INF 83 82 96 81 68 85 75 88 77 75 82 64 69 67 62

PREP 36 46 29 34 35 23 43 40 38 35 46 43 52 34 37

EPMC Total 119 128 125 115 103 108 118 128 115 110 128 107 121 101 99

Grand Total 1330 1290 1248 1350 1377 1436 1582 1548 1574 1583 1608 1635 1734 1585 1579


Prior to 2007, the year during which the government took the decision to set up an additional lycée classique (traditional academic secondary school) in the south of the country, enrolments for traditional academic secondary education were up sharply, so that the existing lycées were almost at full capacity. Since then, the figures have fallen sharply.  Compared with years when there were more than 200 students on roll in year 7 at the two lycées in Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg’s second biggest town, the figures are currently 140 and 103 students. The mixed lycées in the south are losing students in traditional academic secondary education. Setting up another (national) lycée in this region offering only traditional academic secondary education classes is not sensible at the present time. 
6. International school at Differdange – Accredited European School
The school in question will operate in accordance with the principles of an Accredited European School.  Associated with the European School system through an accreditation agreement, it will offer an education based on the European Schools’ curricula. The education provided will lead to the European Baccalaureate (European secondary education) or will give access to international vocational training, which will also be put in place in several Luxembourg technical lycées. The Luxembourg Ministry of Education, Childhood and Youth will have full responsibility for its administration, funding and staff.

To qualify for accreditation as a European School able to offer courses of study going up to the European Baccalaureate, it is a requirement for the school to offer primary education alongside secondary education.  At least two classes per year group at primary level will therefore operate: one in the French language section and the other in the English language section. 
The school will offer three levels of education: a primary European School, a secondary European School and a pathway preparing pupils for the European School.  
It will have two language sections, namely a Francophone section and an Anglophone section. In addition to the language of the section, primary school pupils will choose a language from amongst French, German, English and Portuguese.  In the secondary, they will opt for a third language from amongst the aforementioned languages. Learning the Luxembourg language as the integration language will be compulsory for all primary school pupils and for lower secondary school pupils. 
The plan is for the first classes to begin operating for the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year. In concrete terms, the plan is for the school to start in September 2016 with:
· one Francophone class and one Anglophone class in primary year 1; 
· two Francophone classes and two Anglophone classes in secondary year 1;

· four preparatory classes. 

The International School will ultimately have an intake of approximately 1400 pupils.  

7. Operation of the International School at Differdange

The International School at Differdange will be able to draw on the timetables, the provisions governing the assessment, promotion and certification of pupils, the quality control and the networking of the European Schools. Provisions will need to be adopted governing pupils’ admission to the school should the number of applicants for admission be higher than the number of places available.  Within the bounds of the accreditation rules, the School will enjoy autonomy to introduce into its own specific curricula the Luxembourg language and aspects of Luxembourg’s history, geography, culture and literature. 
Alongside the course of study borrowed purely and simply from the European School system, it is planned to operate preparatory classes, the purpose of which will be firstly, to prepare pupils who, at the end of their primary education, are not yet ready to join the European secondary school pathway,  to join the system in due course. Secondly, pupils wishing to go on to vocational training in order to learn a job will be prepared for this eventuality by means of workshop classes.  The preparatory pathway is based largely on Luxembourg technical secondary education, but will have specific features, within the limits of the legal provisions in force. 
8. Supervision of and pastoral care for pupils
It will be the responsibility of the management and of the team of teachers who will prepare for the new school’s start-up to define, within the framework of the autonomy granted to schools, its own specific pedagogical project and identity. It is planned, right from the outset, to offer provision for pupils before and after the school day. Thus, pupils will be able to arrive at and leave the International School at Differdange outside lesson hours, namely between 7.30 and 18.00, with supervision provided.  The offer will include support lessons, remediation measures, cultural, sporting and scientific activities and optional complementary learning. 

Academically qualified and other supervisors will be charged, in collaboration with the teachers, with
• supervising pupils outside lessons;

• helping them with homework;

• providing support for remediation measures;  
• ensuring pupils’ physical supervision and protection outside lessons;
• contacting parents and employers to organise and provide support for work experience placements or to find apprenticeships; 
• organising and overseeing cultural and sporting activities, lesson replacement activities and extra-curricular activities;  
• preventing acts of violence.
In concrete terms, the plan is for the school to start in September 2016 with
· one Francophone class and one Anglophone class in primary year 1; 
· two Francophone classes and two Anglophone classes in secondary year 1;

· four preparatory classes. 

With the setting up of an International School in the south of the country the Ministry of Education is seeking to cater for the growing heterogeneity of the pupil   population. It is the government’s responsibility to offer a state education system in which each and every pupil has a chance of succeeding, whatever the language spoken at home. In addition to efforts to integrate foreign pupils who will remain in the country, offering a new International School matches the needs of young people who are temporarily resident in the Grand Duchy and who are expected to continue their education and/or embark on their career in a different country.  
Personnel Department - VR
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Opinion of the Joint Board of Inspectors
The JBI expressed a favourable opinion on the General Interest File submitted by the Luxembourg authorities concerning the request for creation of a type II Accredited European School, Differdange International School, in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.

The JBI considered that the file met the requirements of the first stage of the accreditation process defined at Mondorf in April 2005 and recommended that the Board of Governors approve it.   
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