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ASSESSMENT OF THE 2009 BACCALAUREATE ORAL OF EXAMINATIONS

Board of Inspectors (Secondary)

Meeting on 17 February 2009

Assessment of the 2009 Baccalaureate oral examinations

Dear colleagues,

In September 2008 the Board of Inspectors decided to continue the internal evaluation of the oral examinations of the European Baccalaureate. 

In the light of the inspectors’ observations, reactions to the European Baccalaureate

oral examinations and the recommendations given in the reports of the Presidents of the Baccalaureate from recent years the ‘Bac Orals’ Working Group proposes the following procedure for 2009:

1. The ‘Bac Orals’ Working Group has sent a letter to the internal and external examiners (see Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the European Baccalaureate, document 2007-D-227-en-2).

2. From 2009 onwards written criteria should be available for the assessment of the pupil’s performance in all subjects and used by both examiners to guarantee double marking of equal value.

3. For assessment of the Baccalaureate oral examinations in 2009, the Working Group requests each inspector

a. to focus on the following 5 subjects: L1, L2, L3,  geography or history and another freely chosen subject

b. to complete 3 questionnaires per subject

c. to use one questionnaire for each observation

d. to send the 15 questionnaires to the Bac Unit electronically.

      4.       The Bac Unit will inform about additional details of the procedure.

On behalf of the ‘Bac Orals’ Working Group

Karin ECKERSTORFER

Encl.: Letter to the internal and external examiners for the oral examinations

          Questionnaire of Bac orals examinations 2009

ASSESSMENT OF BAC ORAL EXAMINATIONS 2009

· Tick the box of the correct answer 

· Please, comment any question if necessary below the table.

	
	ORGANISATION



	1
	School/ subject/ language section

	2
	Candidate’s draw of question:

· both examiners are present □
· only the internal examiner is present □

	3
	Time allocation:

· examination time and discussion of candidate’s performance included last 18-20 min. □
· examination time and discussion of candidate’s performance included last 15-18 min. □
· examination time and discussion of candidate’s performance included last less than 15 min. □

	4
	Candidate’s presentation: 

· candidate gives his/her presentation - up to 10 min. □
· candidate gives his/her presentation – in less than 5 min. and questions need to be asked □
· candidate is not able to give a presentation and questions need to be asked from the start □
· candidate is not given a possibility to give a presentation at the start □

	5
	Adequate communication procedures (structuring, inviting, guiding, conducting, stimulating) during the examination:

· are demonstrated □
· are not demonstrated □

	6
	Examiners’ participation: 

· both examiners are active □
· the internal examiner is obviously more active □
· external examiner is obviously more active □
· none of the examiners asks questions □


	7
	Time used for different phases of the examination (presentation, analysis, discussion):

· is in balance □
· is not in balance □

	8
	Proposed marks:

· based on double marking of equal value □
· not based on  double marking of equal value □


	9
	Discussion of the candidate’s performance:

· takes place after each examination □
· takes place after a number of examinations □

	10
	Discussion about the final mark of the candidate’s performance:

· is based on the written assessment criteria □
· is not based on the written assessment criteria □

	11
	Quality of printed material:

· is good □
· is not good □

	
	CONTENT

	12
	Questions set:

· correspond to the syllabus □
· do not correspond to the syllabus □
· don’t know □

	13
	 Written sub-questions on the exam paper:

· require a balance of knowledge and skills in their answering □ 

· do not require a balance of knowledge and skills in their answering □


	14
	Oral questions:

· invite the candidate to use technical terms and/or to show knowledge of the subject  □
· do not invite the candidate to use technical terms and/or to show knowledge of the subject  □


	15
	Materials  (if relevant for the subject):

· are up-dated □
· are not up-dated □


Any other comments

(subject-related aspects, candidates with special needs, difference between 2 period course and 4 period course questions, differences between languages, overall statement,…)

2009 European Baccalaureate oral examinations

Memorandum for the internal and external examiners

According to the inspectors’ observations on and reactions to the European Baccalaureate examinations in previous years, the Board of Inspectors expects the internal and external examiners to put into practice the following points in the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the European Baccalaureate (Document 2007-D-227-en-2).
	Text of the Arrangements for implementing the Regulations for the European Baccalaureate 
	Comments

	6.4.2 Oral examinations will last 20 minutes, including marking. Before each examination candidates will be allowed approximately 20 minutes’ preparation time.

6.4.3.1 The examination will be based on questions and working documents which candidates will draw by lot.

6.4.3.2 The examination questions will be proposed by the subject teacher: 

6.4.3.2.1 All the questions set must cover the syllabus.

6.4.3.2.3 There will be the same number of questions as candidates, plus five. However, for large groups, the number of questions may be limited to 20. Each question will be numbered.

6.4.3.5 The Director of the School will pass on the examination questions and the areas of the syllabuses covered to the external examiners, sending them: 

- either to Brussels for the external examiners who are marking the written papers,

- or to the homes of the external examiners who are only involved in the oral examinations.

All the external examiners should receive the documents not later than the first day of correction of the written papers.

6.4.3.7 The external examiners may ask the teachers to change or withdraw any of the questions before the examination begins.

6.4.3.8 The Schools will keep a complete list of the questions from which candidates may choose at the disposal of the Chairman or of the Vice-Chairman of the Examining Board. 

6.4.4.1 The oral examinations will be conducted by two examiners: the candidate’s teacher and an external examiner. During the examination the external examiner will enjoy equal status with the subject teacher.

6.4.4.5 Each candidate will draw by lot an envelope containing a number. 

6.4.4.6 Candidates may reject the first question they pick. In that case, they will lose 20% of the marks awarded for the second question chosen, which must be different from the question rejected. The examiners will record the refusal on the mark sheet. The corresponding reduced mark will be calculated by the School.

6.4.4.7 During the examinations candidates may use the document(s) supplied and any notes made during the preparation period.

6.4.4.8 At the beginning of the examination the candidate must be given the opportunity to set out his/her own ideas on the question asked, which involves more than simply reading out the notes made during the preparation period. If the candidate is incapable of taking the initiative himself/herself, the examiners should help him/her by asking questions. The examination should gradually take the form of a dialogue between the candidate and the two examiners.

6.4.5.1
The examination should give the candidate the opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge acquired in the examination subject and his/her ability to use the methods employed in the subject. The assessment criteria are set out in the special provisions for each subject.

6.4.5.2
For candidates for whom the oral examination is conducted in a language other than L1, the criteria for assessment (except for examinations in modern languages) are the subject-related content of the candidates’ performance, and the marking should not be influenced by possible deficiencies in the language of the candidates, unless communication with the examiner is impaired by such deficiencies.

6.4.5.3
Both examiners individually will mark each examination on a scale of 0 to 10. Half-marks are allowed. This procedure includes a discussion of the candidate’s performance. It is recommended that in the first examinations in a subject the final mark should only be determined after three candidates have been examined. The final mark will be the arithmetical average of the marks awarded. This average may include two decimal places (see Annex IV).


	Marking procedure is included in the 20 minutes.

Responsibility for point 6.4.3.2.1 lies on both examiners.

If this is not the case, contact the school immediately (email).

The rule is applicable mainly to questions which do not correspond to the syllabus.

Teachers are requested to prepare an extra copy for the Chairman or Vice-Chairman. 

Both examiners ask questions and assess the candidate’s performance.  

Both examiners are present. 

Teacher provides extra copies.

Both examiners participate actively.
Both examiners refer to assessment criteria.

Discussion of the candidate’s   performance should be based on double marking of equal value.


