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Dossier of Conformity – European Schooling of The Hague 
Board of Governors of the European Schools

Meeting in Brussels on 12, 13 and 14 April 2011

Opinion of the Joint Teaching  Committee
At its meeting of 9, 10 and 11 February 2011, the Joint Teaching Committee scrutinised and took note of the dossier of conformity presented by the Dutch authorities concerning the opening of years N1 to S5 at European Schooling at The Hague and sought further details, with particular reference to the admission of category I pupils living outside The Hague, in order to consider this dossier as fulfilling the requirements of the second stage of the accreditation process.  

The Joint Teaching Committee mandated the Secretary-General to ensure to her satisfaction that the necessary changes were made to the dossier.  

The dossier of conformity was duly amended in accordance with the Joint Teaching Committee’s recommendations and includes the further details requested.  It is brought to the Board of Governors’ attention for approval, with a view to continuation of the accreditation procedure.

TRANSLATION

Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 

Board of Governors of the European Schools

For the attention of Mrs R. Christmann

Rue Joseph II, 30

B – 1049 Brussels

Belgium

Date

17 December 2010

Objet

Proposed ‘Dossier of Conformity’

Dear Mrs Christmann,

At its meeting of 2 December 2010, the Board of Governors discussed the General Interest File concerning a proposal to set up a type II European School in The Hague. The Board of Governors responded favourably to the Netherlands government’s proposal and unanimously signalled its agreement. 

The request for the setting up of a type II European School in The Hague has therefore successfully completed the first stage of the accreditation procedure as laid down by your Board. 

In accordance with that procedure, I am sending you herewith a ‘Dossier of Conformity’ on behalf of the Netherlands government. This document describes the organisational and pedagogical structure of the school to be set up and specifies how the directives for European schooling are complied with. This dossier was compiled in close cooperation between the various parties concerned (The Hague City Council, Europol, Eurojust, EPO, ESA/ESTEC, Stichting Rijnlands Lyceum and the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science).  In that way the proposal appended hereto matches as closely as possible the requirements of the European organisations and of their staff.  

I would like to know if you can agree to the proposals formulated in this Dossier of Conformity. It goes without saying that the Netherlands delegation is prepared to provide any further information about the Dossier which is required and to answer all your questions.  

Yours sincerely,

The Minister of Education, Culture and Science

Marja van Bijsterveldt-Vliegenthart
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INTRODUCTION

In its meeting of 2 December 2010 the Board of Governors of the European Schools  approved the General Interest File submitted by the Dutch authorities concerning the introduction of European schooling in a new school in The Hague, under the responsibility of the Foundation “Het Rijnlands Lyceum”. With this decision, the project “European Schooling Type II The Hague” met the requirements of the first stage of the accreditation procedure defined by the Board of Governors at its October 2005 meeting in Brussels.
The next step of the accreditation procedure, as has been decided by the Board of Governors during its meeting in Luxemburg of 25 – 27 April 2005
, should be the submission to the Board of Governors by the Member State of a plan conforming to the criteria for European schooling and education.

This document will inform the Board of Inspectors and the Board of Governors about the administrative and pedagogical structure of the “European Type II School of the Hague”,
 pointing out how the fundamental rules of the organisation of the European Schools will be respected. The various chapters and paragraphs of this document are in conformity with the Model for the Dossier of Conformity for European Schooling type II. The completed form has been added as Annex B.
I  GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of foundation and school

The educational organisation in The Hague qualifying for the establishment of the “School in The Hague”  is the Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation.
 The Executive Director(s) of the foundation is (are) the board of the school. The Executive Director(s) is (are) accountable to the Supervisory Board. The Supervisory Board approves the annual budget and the annual accounts and appoints the Executive Director(s). This structure is in conformity with recent (1 August 2010) Dutch legislation on Educational Governance.

Status and funding

The “School in The Hague” will have a status similar to that of other Dutch national schools that offer international education, and will receive a regular subsidy from the Ministry of Education like all other publicly-funded schools in the Netherlands. Apart from this regular subsidy, the “School in The Hague” will receive a supplementary subsidy for international education, like all the Dutch publically funded schools that offer international education. The subsidy from the Ministry will not be sufficient to cover all the cost of European schooling type II in The Hague.
 The European Commission will pay a contribution for the children of parents working for organisations listed in Commission Decision 8.12.2010 C(2010) 7993 final. This contribution will be in accordance with Annex I of this Decision and based on an agreement between the European Union and the School in The Hague as set out in Annex 2 of this Decision. The children of parents from these organisations will be granted unlimited access and in accordance with Article 4a of the aforementioned Commission Decision no enrolment or tuition fees will be charged to the parents of such children. For the children of parents working for EPO or ESA/ESTEC a school fee will be charged, the amount of which is to be determined at a later stage and which in no case shall be higher than the contribution paid by the European Commission. Special payment arrangements will be made with these two organisations. The children of parents working for EPO and ESA/ESTEC will be granted unlimited access as well. A compulsory school fee will be charged to the parents of those children that are not entitled to unlimited access as well as to the children of the Members of the national liaison bureau/national desks of EU agencies which do not fall under the Commission Decision C(2010) 7993 final of 8.12.2010, but for whom unlimited access shall be granted. This fee will be equal to the fee paid by EPO and ESA/ESTEC.

Administrative organisation

The Dutch Ministry of Education will exercise its legal responsibility concerning pedagogical and administrative aspects. In compliance with Dutch Law many responsibilities have been delegated to the Board of the School, i.c. the Executive Director(s) of the Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation, which will, again in compliance with Dutch Law, delegate most responsibilities to the Principal, but will supervise the school with respect to finances, legal obligations and educational quality. The Board also acts as the formal employer of all staff. 

As is the case in all Dutch schools, the Principal of the “School in The Hague” will be responsible for the proper organisation and the day-to-day management of the School. The School will be supervised by the Dutch Education Inspectorate. The Board of the School, i.e. the Executive Director(s) of the Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation, will have the final responsibility. 

The municipality of The Hague will provide the building and the initial investments in furniture etc., but the school itself will be responsible for maintenance of the building as far as the secondary school is concerned. Dutch national law distinguishes between primary and secondary education in this matter. In primary education maintenance on the outside of the building is also a municipal obligation.

Structure

As is the case in all European Schools, there will be a Nursery (two years), Primary (five years) and Secondary School (seven years) in the “School in The Hague”. In the General File of Interest it has clearly been explained that the potential number of pupils, based on the number of parents working for the European agencies and bodies, fully justify the creation of a type II school.
 For organisational, financial and pedagogical reasons, the “School in The Hague“ will start with one class per level for the sections of the Dutch, English and Spanish language. The same goes for an Italian section, if one should be created at a given point in time.  If at the final enrolment date it should appear that more classes per level and language section should be necessary, extra classes will be formed. As far as the English speaking section is concerned, parallel classes are expected from the very start. The maximum class size in nursery and primary is 22. If, during the school year the enrolment rises beyond the maximum of 22 and it should therefore become necessary to open up a new class, classes may temporarily be filled up to 28 children until a new teacher has been recruited and the new class has been formed. 
Number of pupils 

For the school year 2012 – 2013 the following (maximum) numbers are therefore expected for the following year groups and language sections:

Dutch

English
Spanish 


Nursery I
22

44

22



Nursery II
22

44

22





Primary I
22

44

22



At its opening, the “School in The Hague” will start with ca. 260 pupils in the Dutch, English and Spanish language sections. If an Italian section will be created, the total number could be more than 300. In its complete form, a number of 1680 pupils would be most likely in a high-growth scenario. 

Decision-making and advisory bodies

In compliance with Dutch Law a Participation Council (Medezeggenschapsraad) will be created for the primary school and for the secondary school. Depending on the principal’s intended decisions and rulings (on behalf of the Board) – defined in Dutch Law – the members of this Body (staff and parents for primary; staff, parents and pupils for secondary) must either give their approval or advice, before a decision can enter into force. 

All school Participation Councils have representatives in the Joint Participation Councils (Gemeenschappelijke Medezeggenschapsrsaad) for Primary and Secondary education, which advises on/ approves matters relating to all primary and secondary schools within the foundation.
A European Schooling Advisory Board will be created to support the process of further development of the organisation of the “School in The Hague”. In this Board the four European organisations that have given their support to the establishment of this School will be equally represented. 

A Parents’ Association will be created to encourage good relationships between the parents and the school.

There will be no “Educational Advisers” such as in the European Schools of Type I. The role of the class teacher will be more important than in the European Schools. A special training programme will be organised for the class teachers in this respect. In the Secondary School, qualified school counsellors will offer guidance to students with regard to their choice of subjects and their study options in higher education. The Educational Advisers’ functions will be performed by the Deputy Head, the School Psychologist, the Class Teacher and the Counsellor. If a case would so require, the School would reach for external counsellors. 

Management

When the school starts in 2012 with two year groups in nursery and one in primary the school will start with a Principal, teaching staff and some secretarial and support staff. In the following years one Head for primary and one Head for secondary will be appointed. All this will depend on growth and the complexity of the organisation. Over time it may be necessary to appoint deputy heads. The Principal will be accountable to the Executive Director(s) on the basis of an annual management contract and an annual budget. The Principal will be the formal representative speaking with the school’s participation councils for primary and secondary education.
The Principal will be responsible for educational quality, recruitment of staff, the school budget, the overall organisation of the school, the building, relations with parents, other stakeholders, relations within the foundations with sister schools and relations with other European schools.
The Rijnlands foundation will offer central services to the school in the field of human resources (including recruitment support, employee relations, compensation & benefits, payrolling), finance & control, facility management, procurement and IT).

Complaints procedure

Parents, students and staff who wish to make a complaint can approach the appointed officials in the school organisation, such as department heads, (deputy) heads or the principal of the school.  Students, members of staff, or parents can also report the complaint to the Contact Person Complaints in the school. The latter decides who is best suited to deal with the complaint and monitors whether the complaint is dealt with in time.

The school will have at least one internal confidential counsellor to whom students, parents and members of staff may report matters requiring strict confidentiality. Confidential counsellors can give advice in such matters, can offer (initial) care, support and guidance towards external support organisations, the external confidential counsellor, the executive director of the foundation or the National Complaints Committee.

Parents, students and staff can also turn to the executive director (the board) of the Rijnlands Foundation. He can decide to investigate matters himself or submit the complaint to the National Complaints Committee. 

In addition to the complaints procedure the school has a whistleblower regulation which allows students, parents and staff to report a (suspected) abuse, such as an offence; a breach of regulations; a public health hazard, a safety hazard or an environmental hazard; conscious misinformation of public bodies; squandering of government funds; conscious withholding, destroying or manipulating of information regarding these events. Such forms of suspected abuse can be reported to the executive director or the supervisory board. Forms of abuse and complaints can also be reported externally to the Education Inspectorate.

II . REASON FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF EUROPEAN SCHOOLING

Number of pupils and categories

Presently there are two European Union agencies in The Hague where employees are entitled to ask for school facilities for their children in their mother tongue with the financial support of the European Commission: Europol and Eurojust. These children are Category I pupils and will have unlimited access to the School. Also the children of staff of the European Patent Office and those of ESA/ESTEC are regarded as Category I with unlimited access, however a different contribution system will apply to them as defined under paragraph “Status and Funding” in chapter I and in chapter IX. Funding of European Schooling. Eurojust and Europol together have approximately 1000 staff, EPO and ESA/ESTEC together have an estimated 4500 staff. There is a total of 5500 staff working for the European agencies and organisations.

On the basis of the statistics provided by the European organisations an estimated student number of 840 (420 nursery/primary and 420 secondary) may be expected for the school in a moderate growth scenario. In a high growth scenario 1680 pupils would be most likely, which would be the maximum size the school would be prepared to take from a pedagogical point of view. The four European organisations collectively have 4285 children. There are 1101 in the age group 0-3 years; 809 children in the age group 4-6 years; 1061 children in the age group 7-11 years and 1314 in the age group 12-19. 
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Looking at the distribution of the first nationality of the children of the staff of European organisations, (apart from the Dutch nationality) the French, German, Italian and Spanish nationalities stand out in number. Children with a German or French mother tongue may partly be served by the German and French schools in The Hague. However, over the past few years there has been a fairly constant demand from parents for a Spanish programme and this might justify the choice of Spanish in addition to English and Dutch as formal language sections at the starting phase of the school. The choice of these three language sections is supported by the European organisations.
Further expansion of language sections, for example towards Italian might follow depending on student numbers and increased demand. 
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The city itself and the larger metropolitan area offer a number of international educational facilities. As the result of the increasing presence of European organisations and their expected growth the City of The Hague has examined the additional demand for and the feasibility of forms of European education within its city boundaries. Establishing a form of European schooling in The Hague would be notably beneficial to present and future employees at European organisations who require European nursery, primary and secondary education for their children. 
International Education in The Hague

The number of students at international (and internationally oriented) schools in the The Hague-region has increased considerably since the end of the 1980s. In fact student numbers almost doubled, leading to a total of 5.500 students in 2008. For the period to 2020 further growth of students at international schools in The Hague is expected. This growth may vary between some 1.600 (lower trend scenario) and 2.100 students (continued trend scenario), leading to 7.400 respectively 7.900 students at international schools in 2020. 

Currently a number of international schools are situated in or in the immediate vicinity of The Hague: the American School (private), the British School (private), the French school (non-public), the German school (non-public) and the International School of the Hague (state-subsidised). The American School and the British School offer American and British national programmes in addition to the International Baccalaureate programme. The French and the German school offer their own national programmes. The International School of the Hague exclusively offers the International Primary Curriculum, the Middle Years and the International Baccalaureate programme. Currently the children of staff from Spain are mainly served by the international schools with English as the language of instruction or the French school. A Spanish language section would fill an existing need. With an additional offer of Italian, German and French as Mother tongue programmes (L1) for SWALS, the school could also be attractive to Italian, German and French-speaking children.

III INTRODUCTION OF EUROPEAN SCHOOLING

Forecast of development

The  number of pupils will grow gradually, as the following timeline shows:
February 2011
Consideration of the Board of Inspectors on this Dossier of Conformity
April 2011
Consideration of the Board of Governors on this Dossier of Conformity
May/June 2011
Recruitment of school leadership and staff (Principal and administrative staff) for development
August 2011-
Development of the Nursery (N1 and N2) and Primary (P1) School
August 2012
August 2012
Start of Nursery (N1, N2) and Primary (P1) with approx.. 264 – 330 pupils
August 2012 –
Further development of Primary School P2, P3, P4
August 2013

August 2013

Start of Primary P2, P3, P4;  School has grown to approx. 528 – 660  pupils
October 2013

Audit for the accreditation of the European Schooling
August 2013 –

Further development of P5; development of Secondary (S1, S2, S3)
August 2014 


August 2014
Start of P5 and Secondary S1, S2, S3. School will have grown to approx. 924 – 1232  pupils
August 2014 –

Further development of S4, S5, S6, S7 
August 2015

Audit for the accreditation of the European Baccalaureate
August 2015

Start of S4, S5, S6 (school will have grown to approx. 1144 – 1568  pupils)
August  2016

Start of S7 (school will have grown to approx. 1232 – 1680  pupils)

July 2017

First Baccalaureate graduation
IV.  ORGANISATION OF EUROPEAN SCHOOLING 

Pedagogical Organisation and languages

The pedagogical organisation will be designed to reflect and to be consistent with the general principles underlying European schooling.

At its starting point, the School will have three language sections: the Dutch speaking, English speaking and Spanish speaking section. If it should appear that there is a real demand, an Italian section will be opened as well in due course.

Specific arrangements will be made for pupils without a language section corresponding to their mother tongue (SWALS) to enable them to receive tuition in their language and to guarantee that they maintain formative contact with it. Extra tuition in the language of the section in which they are enrolled will also be provided if necessary to bring them up to standard.

Uniformity of the evaluation criteria between the language sections will be an important objective. The School Reports, as decided by the Board of Governors of the European Schools, will be used for all the language sections for both primary and secondary school.

Study of a first foreign language (L2 or ‘vehicular’ language: French, English or German) will be compulsory from the first year of Primary until the end of the fifth year of Secondary. In accordance with the European Schools Rules, the School can organize supplementary L2 courses in other European languages than English, French and German in years 6 and 7, on the condition that the number of students justifies this. If a student changes his L2 in year 6, he will still have to continue his History, Geography and Economics courses in English, French or German, the vehicular language chosen by the student in the previous years. Like for the other options, supplementary L2 courses are only created for a minimum of five pupils. Independently of the number of pupils, the “School in The Hague” will offer L2 Dutch language courses in year 6 and 7. 

In principle all teachers will be native speakers of the language. By way of exception, for L2, L3 and L4 language courses the school may employ language teachers who hold an academic and teaching qualification in the Netherlands for the language concerned.

Subjects in primary not taught by the classroom teacher will be taught by native speakers or near-native speakers.

Subjects in secondary school other than L1 language courses will be taught by teachers who are native or near-native speakers.

During the last three years of the primary school, the “European Hours” will regroup the pupils of all the language sections in order to follow cultural or artistic activities. A local school plan will be adopted and respected, in accordance with the rules of the European Schools.

Dutch will be offered as a second foreign language (L3) to pupils not enrolled in the Dutch language section in nursery, primary and secondary school. During these Dutch lessons other activities will be offered to the Dutch-speaking pupils. These Dutch lessons are mandatory in class 3, 4 and 5 of Primary for all pupils who are not enrolled in the Dutch language section. In class 1 of Secondary Dutch foreign language lessons will be offered to the pupils not enrolled in the Dutch language section, but these lessons will not be compulsory. For the rest of the years in Secondary Dutch will be offered as L3 or L4 as optional for the pupils who do not attend the Dutch language section.
Both in Primary and in Secondary art, music and physical education lessons will seek to increase cultural interaction. 

All pupils will learn a second foreign language (L3) from Secondary year 2, to be chosen from amongst the following languages: Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish
.

Pupils who would aim to attend a Dutch university would be offered the opportunity to sit Dutch language as L2 for the European Baccalaureate.

Students will have the opportunity to study Latin from the Secondary year 3.

Pupils will have the opportunity to study a third foreign language (L4) from Secondary year 4,   

 to be chosen from amongst the following languages: English, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Spanish.

Students will have the opportunity to study ancient Greek as an option from Secondary year 4.

In Secondary year 3, human sciences will be taught in a ‘vehicular’ language – i.e. English, French or German -, as well as the compulsory subjects History and Geography in Secondary 4 – 7.  The economics option, which may be taken from secondary year 4, will also be taught in a vehicular language.

School Plan

The educational objectives will be explained, set out and implemented, year group by year group, teaching level by teaching level in the school plan. This plan, which will be discussed and approved by the Participation Council (Medezeggenschapsraad), will be a unifying element bringing the different components together. 

Mission and objectives

The school will adhere to the fundamental principles of European schooling and will comply with all the criteria for European schooling type II. The mission which the school for European schooling in The Hague will carry out is to develop simultaneously in pupils of all the European nationalities who will attend the school knowledge of and pride in their national identity and authentic European citizenship. By educating them in permanent contact with one another, by teaching them on the basis of common syllabuses, by giving them a command of several European languages and by introducing them to the riches and the values of the various cultures, European schooling will make them aware of their solidarity and of their shared future. It will thus prepare them for an adult life in which they will be fully aware of the responsibilities which will be theirs in the pursuit of a united Europe. 

Such a vision is reflected in specific objectives, conforming to those to which the European Schools have assigned themselves: 

· to give pupils confidence in their own cultural identity – the bedrock for their development as European citizens;

· to provide a broad education of high quality, from nursery level to university-entrance, with the European Baccalaureate;
· to develop high standards in the mother tongue
 and in foreign languages
;

· to develop mathematical and scientific skills throughout the whole period of schooling;

· to encourage a European and global perspective overall and particularly in the study of the human sciences;

· to encourage creativity in music and the plastic arts and an appreciation of all that is best in a common European artistic heritage;

· to get pupils to appreciate all that is best in Europe’s common cultural heritage and civilisation, in a specific way according to the stages of schooling and cooperatively across all the language sections;
· to encourage pupils’ creativity in the arts; 

· to develop physical skills and instill in pupils an appreciation of the need for healthy living through participation in sporting and recreational activities;

· to offer pupils professional guidance on their choice of subjects amongst those on the curriculum of the European School Syllabus and on career/university plan decisions in the later years of primary and throughout the secondary school;

· to provide citizenship education, to develop critical faculties and a sense of responsibility, to instill a spirit of tolerance, co-operation, communication and concern for others throughout the school community and beyond;

· to cultivate pupils’ personal, social and academic development and 

· to prepare them for the next stage of education.

Curriculum and timetables

According to European Schools’ Rules, a school year should have a minimum of 180 school days.

According to Dutch Law Nursery/Primary School should have a minimum of 880 school hours in years 1 – 4 (i.e. European School’s nursery and Primary year 1 – 2). Primary School year 5 – 8 (European School’ primary years 3 – 5 and secondary year 1) should have 940 school hours.

The Dutch Secondary Schools must have a minimum of 1000 hours per year and 700 in the final year. Both rules will be respected.

The European School Organisation will be followed and there will be a Nursery of two years, a Primary of five years and a Secondary School of seven years.

The time tables of the European Schools will be respected. Dutch will be compulsory for all pupils of the “School in The Hague” in class 3, 4 and 5 of Primary not enrolled in the Dutch language section, and will be optional in class 1 of the Secondary school. For the rest of the years in Secondary, Dutch will be offered as L3 or L4 as optional for the pupils who do not attend the Dutch language section.
Like in all Dutch state-funded schools, “religions and ethics” will be compulsory for all pupils in nursery and primary school. The same subject will be compulsory in secondary school (classes 1 – 5) as well.

Nursery School

As far as the nursery sections are concerned, the various mother tongue programmes will be respected. The same applies to the recently approved Early Education Curriculum Programme

In the European Schools the teaching timetable for nursery is now 25.30 hours per week, breaking down into 20 hours for learning activities and 5.30
 hours for recreational activities of an educational nature and snack time. 

Daily schedule for the nursery school: 




Lessons
   Break

Lessons
 
Lunch

Monday

08.30 - 10.00
   10.00  - 10.30
10.30 - 12.00

(12.00 - 12.45)
Tuesday/Thursday
08.30 - 10.00
   10.00  - 10.30
10.30  - 12.00

 12.00 -  12.45 



12.45  -14.00
   14.00 -  14.30
14.30 – 15.15
Wednesday/Friday
08.30 – 10.00
   10.00 -  10.30
10.30  - 12.30

.Primary School
Respecting the decisions of the Board of Governors and respecting Dutch Law, this timetable will be followed at the new “School in The Hague”

Classes 1 and 2 – number of hours

Mother tongue

             8

Mathematics

 
 4

L2



 2.30

(Irish/Maltese/Finnish/

(Swedish


2.30)

Discovery of the world
 1.30

Art

              
  )

Music                              
5)

Physical Education         
  )

Religions and Ethics               1

Recreation                      
 4

Total hours per week     
26

Daily Schedule for Primary School years 1 – 2




Lessons
   Break

Lessons
 
Lunch

Monday/

08.30 - 10.00
   10.00  - 10.30
10.30 - 12.00

 12.00 - 12.45
Tuesday/Thursday
12.45  -14.00
   14.00 -  14.30
14.30 – 15.15
Wednesday/Friday
08.30 – 10.00
   10.00 -  10.30
10.30  - 12.30

Classes 3 – 5 – number of hours
Mother tongue


6.45

Mathematics


5.15

L2



3.45

Dutch (FL)


1.00

(Irish/Maltese/Finnish/

(Swedish


3.45)

Discovery of the World
3

Art



 )

Music



3)

Physical Education

 )

Religions and Ethics

1.30

European Hours

1.30

Recreation


2 .15
 

Total hours per week

28

The European Hours will be given in mixed groups. The teaching language will be one of the vehicular languages (English, French, German) or Dutch. In compliance with European School Rules a local action plan for the European Hours will be established.

For all the subjects mentioned the actual European School programmes
 will be respected.

For sports and art lessons Dutch will be the instruction language.

Daily Schedule for Primary School years 3 – 5

Lessons
   Break

Lessons
 
Lunch

Monday/Tuesday/
08.30 - 10.15
   10.15  - 10.30
10.30  - 12.00

 12.00 -  12.45 
Thursday/Friday
12.45  -14.00
   14.00 -  14.15
14.15 – 15.15
Wednesday

08.30 – 10.15
   10.15 -  10.30
10.30  - 12.30
Secondary School




Periods of 45 minutes

Classes

1
2
3

Mother tongue

6

5
4

Mathematics

4
4
4

L2


5
4
4

Dutch


1

L3


-
3
3

Physical Education
3
3
3

Ethics


2
2
2

Human Sciences
3
3
3

Integrated Sciences
4
4
4

Latin


-    
- 
4


Art


2
2 
2

Music


2
2
2

ICT


1
1
-

Total number of

Periods

33
33
33/35

Classes 4 and 5

Compulsory subjects

Mother tongue
4
4


Mathematics

4/6
4/6



L2


3
3


L3


3
3


Physical Education
2
2

Ethics


1
1

Geography

2
2

History

2
2

Biology

2
2

Chemistry

2
2

Physics

2
2

Physical Education
2
2

Ethics


1
1

The following options can be organised on the condition that at least 5 pupils will follow it:

Latin


4
4

Ancient Greek

4
4

Economics

4
4

L 4


4
4

Art


2
2

Music


2
2

Pupils must have a minimum of 31 periods.

Concerning the six-period mathematics course: if a pupil and his parents should realize that a wrong choice was made, he can change the math-6 into the math-4 course, with the agreement of the Principal and the class council. This change must be made before the Christmas break and is only possible, if the student has at least 33 weekly periods.

Classes 6 and 7

Compulsory subjects


number of hours

Class




6
7

L1




4
4

L2




3
3

Mathematics



3 /5
3/5

Ethics




1
1

Physical Education


2
2

History
`


2/4
2/4

Geography



2/4
2/4

Philosophy



2/4
2/4

Biology



2/4
2/4

Elective subjects

Latin




4
4

Ancient Greek



4
4

L3




4
4

L4




4
4

Physics



4
4

Chemistry



4
4

Economics



4
4

Art




4
4

Music




4
4

Advanced L1



3
3

Advanced L2



3
3

Advanced mathematics

3
3



Students have to take a minimum of 31 weekly hours. At least two elective subjects are compulsory. 

Daily Schedule Secondary School

      Period

1 08.30 – 09.15

2 09.20 – 10.05

3 10.10 – 10.55

Break
10.55 – 11.10

4 11.10 – 11.55

5 12.00 – 12.45  (or lunch time)

6 12.50  - 13.35  (or lunch time)

7 13.40 -  14.25

8 14.30 -  15.15

9 15.20 -  16.05

Assessment of pupils and school reports

Primary School: 

The formative assessment at primary school level is based on both cross-curricular competences and subject-specific competences. A good cooperation between School and Parents is extremely important. Already at the beginning of the school year, the class teacher and the L2 teacher will explain the year programme, the method of assessment, the skills to be developed during the year and the teaching strategies to be used to ensure the acquisition of the end-of-the-year goals. On the request of the parents, they can have a discussion with the teacher during the weekly consultation hour. Email addresses of all the teachers will be mentioned in the School guide, in order to facilitate direct contacts. There will be an official discussion with the parents on the development of the competences of their child as early in November. A written school report – the European Schools model will be used – will be sent by February. In the school report it will be indicated if a skill is not acquired, partially acquired, applied proficiently or applied proficiently and independently transferred into new situations. A warning letter is sent to the parents in April, if there is any risk of their child having to repeat the year. At the end of the school year the Class Council will decide whether a pupil may move up to the year above or is required to repeat the year. The decision will be based on the basis of the pupil’s profile - the standard of the attainment of the relevant competences - as described in the June school report. The final page of the June report will summarize all the information of the whole school year, indicating the following grades: insufficiently, partially, sufficiently or excellently acquired for the four main subjects (mother tongue, mathematics, language 2, discovery of the world). On this page details will be given of the date of the November meeting with the parents, of absences and the support the pupil received. On the same page will be indicated the decision of the class council as to whether the pupil should be promoted or should repeat the year.

The June school report will be sent to the parents after the Class Councils.

At the end of the Primary School, the pupils who will be able to follow a secondary school (either in the European or in a national system), will receive a school certificate accompanied by an official school advice given by the principal.

Secondary School: 

For the secondary cycle, which consists of seven years, the school year shall be organised in three terms for the observation cycle (1st, 2nd and 3rd years) and in two semesters for the other years.

For the classes 1, 2 and 3, a first impression report will be given before the Autumn break. School reports with marks (0 – 10) will be given three times a year: before the Christmas holidays, before Eastern and at the end of the school year. A warning letter is sent to the parents in April, if there is any risk of their child having to repeat the year. The final report, which will be the basis for promotion, will be given at the end of the school year, after the class councils.
For the classes 4 – 6, a first impression report will be given before the Autumn break, a report with marks will follow by the end of January; a global impression report that expresses the expectations for the end of the school year will be given in April and if there is any risk of their child’s having to repeat the year, parents will receive a warning letter together with the report. The final report, which will be the basis for promotion, will be  given at the end of the school year, after the class councils 

The criteria for promotion will be the same as in the European Schools.

During the 5th year secondary, harmonized exams will be organised between the language sections
 and a certificate will be handed out to the pupils who obtained sufficient results.

By the end of the 5th year, students who have chosen Latin, will take the European exam: Examen Europaeum Latinum, and will get an official certificate, if the  results are sufficient.

From year 5, a careers guidance action programme will be put in place. During the school year, a general orientation programme will be compulsory for all the students in order to make them familiar with the consequences of the choice for subjects and options for later studies. At the end of the 5th year, a two-weeks apprenticeship in a company or a public institute will be compulsory. In the 6th year a more specific university-orientated programme will be offered; students will have the possibility to attend the “Open Days” organised by the Dutch Universities; career counsellors from Universities abroad will be invited to come to the “School in The Hague” to inform the students about the study possibilities.

The School will encourage students to take officially recognised language-exams (European Portfolio Certificates, for levels as described in the Common European Framework of Reference for Language).

For years 6 and 7 the European Baccalaureate regulations will be respected.

Class sizes

In Nursery and Primary a class will be divided, if there are more than 22 pupils. In the nursery, a half-time assistant will be appointed, if there are more than 15 pupils in the class.

If two consecutive years of a language section in the Primary School will have less than 25 pupils, these classes will be regrouped.

A class must have at least 7 pupils, if this is not the case, classes can be regrouped.

A L1 course (other than English, French, German, Dutch, Italian and Spanish) can be opened, if at least 5 pupils will follow the course (either in one single class or in a combination of several classes).

For the opening of an option course  in the Secondary school a minimum of 5 students is required.

For security reasons, the practical work in the laboratories in Secondary will be carried out in the integrated sciences classes with a maximum of 15 pupils. Regular class size in Secondary will be 28 as a maximum, but will, in practice, as a result of the various electives and language choices vary between 20 and 28.

Language support, learning support and Special educational needs

Within the limits of the financial and physical possibilities of the School, support will be given to pupils who face learning difficulties, learning disabilities or language difficulties.

a. Language support

Language difficulties: special help (as long as necessary, to be defined on a case-by-case basis, but in principle no longer than one school year), will be given during one hour per week to SWALS-students whose knowledge of English, Dutch or Spanish is not sufficient to follow the lessons in the English speaking, Dutch speaking or Spanish speaking language sections. The same help (in principle  no longer than half a year) will be given to pupils who arrive later in the school cycle and whose knowledge of English, French and German is not sufficient to follow the L2 courses.

b. Learning support
The European School documents on Learning Support will be the guidelines for the organisation of LS at the “School in The Hague”.

Learning difficulties tend to be temporary. Pupils with learning difficulties will be helped in various manners, by lessons in a support class or by individual lessons. Not only subject support will be given, but also methodology support, if needed.  The duration of learning support will be decided on a case-by-case basis, but will in principle not be longer than six weeks. Learning support will be organised during recreation time, spare hours or on Wednesday afternoons. 

In order to help pupils avoid learning difficulties, a methodology course will be organised at the end of year 5 of the Primary School and during at least six weeks at the start of Secondary School. Another methodology course, aiming at a solid preparation for the upper classes, will be organised in year 4 of the Secondary School.

c. Special educational needs

The European School documents on Learning Support will be the guideline for the organisation      of the integration of SEN-pupils in the School in The Hague.
 Dutch legislation on the integration of students with special educational needs in regular education will be respected as well.
 

Pupils with learning disabilities will be carefully monitored. At a first informative meeting it will be decided if the school will have the possibilities to offer a good education to the pupil concerned and if this pupil can be integrated in a class of the same age. If this is the case, an individual education plan will be established. In this plan the goals will be clearly defined and at least every three months there will be a meeting with the management team, the class teacher and the parents to discuss if the goals should be adapted. As is the case in type I schools, a SEN-pupil can be promoted, if he follows the normal programme (with adaptations, where needed). If this proves to be impossible, the School will do its utmost to prepare the pupil for entry into a Dutch school for secondary education that is more vocationally oriented. The School will have in-depth discussions with the parents in order to reach the most suitable solution for the pupil. Special attention will be also be given to highly gifted pupils. 
Distance learning
The “School in The Hague” will not be able to offer mother tongue courses for groups smaller than five pupils. Depending on the pupil’s profile, the organisation of a distance learning course could be considered for L1 courses in collaboration with another Type I or II European School. The European School practice has shown that very clear and practical arrangements are necessary when distance learning is organised. The equipment of the “School in The Hague” will make it possible to benefit from new information and communication technology, including distance learning. Distance learning will only be organised for groups smaller than five, or even one-to-one, but not for whole classes. It is considered as an additional tool and where possible, real class-room teaching will be organised.
 
Links with the European Schools system

There have already been very positive contacts with several European Schools of Type I and II and it is obvious that partnerships with European Schools are needed.
For practical reasons, a partnership with the Bergen School is very useful, because the two Schools are situated in the same country. The Mol School, another school in a Dutch speaking area, offered its help as well. Both the Bergen and the Mol Schools have much experience with distance learning, which can be very important for the “School in The Hague”.

Partnerships with other European Schools are welcome as well: the Bergen School does not have Spanish or an Italian section. For the Spanish section the European Schools of Brussels I and III have declared to be willing to become a partner and if necessary the Italian section of the Varese School will be of assistance. Current contacts with the Type II Schools will certainly increase and will be very useful. Contacts of staff members with colleagues from other European Schools will be encouraged. 

In-service trainings organised by the European Schools that are open to staff of type II schools will be attended by the staff of the “School in The Hague”. The cost will be paid from the “School in The Hague” budget. Likewise staff from other European Schools will be invited to attend the “pedagogical days” which will be organised in The Hague.

Quality assurance

The school will apply a quality management system. It is the school’s vision that quality management is not a separate policy area, but that it is an integral part of the school’s policy on education, organisation and human resources. First and foremost the document Quality Assurance and Development in the European Schools”
 will be used as a guide line. Underlying the quality management system is the cycle of “plan-do-check-act”, a system of goal-setting and evaluation for all staff in the school and a basic model for continuous improvement. Of course tools are needed to measure quality, but it also requires the presence of a set of quality standards, preferably in cooperation with other European schools type I and II. It also requires the active involvement of students, staff, parents and external stakeholders. The school feels that underlying quality management there must be a constant and sincere wish to improve and a deeply-felt ambition to be a top-quality school in every respect.

The principal will report on quality to the Executive Director(s) and will provide the outcome of satisfaction and quality surveys, self-evaluations, internal and external audits to all stakeholders, if necessary with plans for improvement. For staff an appraisal system will be used with annual performance interviews and classroom visits.

The School will develop a system of self-evaluation, especially to ensure the European dimension of the pedagogical programme. A “child protection document” 
 will be developed on the basis of the existing document for the European Schools.

As a Dutch School, the pedagogical and administrative activities will be closely supervised by the Dutch Inspectorate on behalf of the Dutch Ministry of Education. The European inspectors will be involved in audits, accreditation and re-accreditation.
V. STAFF

As a matter of principle teachers are qualified for the subjects which they teach. Teachers will be native speakers of the language section in which they work in Nursery (class teacher), Primary (class teacher) and in Secondary School (subjects taught in the language of the section). By way of exception non-native speakers could be recruited in primary for specialist subjects and in Secondary School, on the condition that they can present a European C2 certificate of the language concerned. See chapter IV for details regarding the qualification of language teachers.

Teachers will be recruited by the Principal, under the responsibility of the Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation. Teachers will be recruited in accordance with Dutch Law and will all be in service of the School, either part-time or full-time. The Dutch collective labour agreement for primary or secondary education will be applicable to all staff members. 

To work as a qualified teacher in nursery and primary education in the Netherlands one should have (the equivalent of) a bachelor’s degree (B. Ed) for primary education. 

To qualify as a teacher in junior secondary education one should have (the equivalent of) a Bachelor’s degree (B Ed) for junior secondary education for the school subject concerned. Teaching in senior secondary education is only possible with (the equivalent of) a Master’s degree (MA, MSc, M Ed) for senior secondary education for the school subject concerned. The Dutch Government Agency DUO-IBG responsible for the assessment of non-Dutch qualifications will decide if the school is entitled to appoint the teacher for the teaching level requested (nursery, primary, junior secondary, senior secondary). The Dutch Education Inspectorate also supervises the school with respect to teacher qualifications. In the recruitment process the school would select teachers on the basis of 

· their university degree including a teaching qualification

· Successful classroom teaching experience

· Knowledge of international education, preferably the European curriculum

· Experience in international teaching, preferably in the European School system.

The teachers will be obliged to make a detailed planning of the school year, which will be sent to the (Deputy) Principal during the first week of the school year.

The teachers’ work will regularly be evaluated by the management team, which will organise class visits, satisfaction surveys and individual meetings (assessment and appraisal interviews) in accordance with the relevant collective labour agreement and the employment contract. There is a similar procedure for the evaluation and appraisal of members of the ancillary staff.

Teachers may have additional roles as coordinator, class mentor, subject area leader, year leader, careers counsellor, learning support teacher.

Administrative and ancillary staff 

In addition to qualified teaching staff the nursery and primary school will also make use of qualified teaching assistants, qualified cover teachers, a remedial teacher, an educational psychologist, and special subject teachers for music, IT and physical education. The school will have a librarian and management will be supported by secretarial staff.

An educational psychologist will provide extra support and advice. In addition there will be administrative staff for admissions, communication and secretarial duties. The school will also have librarians and technical support staff. Catering and school transport facilities will be outsourced.

VI. BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

The municipality of The Hague will provide a building that will meet the needs of a European School. There will be classrooms, gymnasiums, music rooms and laboratories where the teaching programmes can be carried out.  A library will be at the pupils’ disposal. Any criteria set by Dutch Law regarding the dimensions of class rooms will be respected.

Playgrounds and outdoor sport facilities will give the opportunity to the pupils to go outside for sports activities and the breaks. A special room will be used as the school canteen. The catering service will be outsourced. Either the gymnasiums or a specially equipped room will be used for performances. For the secondary school pupils there will be a possibility to study during their time table gaps. The School will have an infrastructure allowing school transport. School transport will be outsourced to local bus companies specialized in the school transport of international children.
The “School in The Hague” will start on a temporary location and when growth figures make reliable forecasts possible a new building may designed or an existing building may be adapted to the needs of the school in its expected full size. The City of The Hague has indicated to the European organisations that the locations, both temporary and permanent, will be in or near the “International zone” of the City, the zone in which most international and European organisations have their headquarters.

VII. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Organisation of extra curricular sports and artistic (music) activities will be encouraged.

If possible, the “School in The Hague” will take part in inter-school activities, like the European Science Symposium and Eurosport. The “School in The Hague” will participate as much as possible in all sorts of activities and events organised by the Municipality of The Hague.

For organising school trips the relevant decisions of the Board of Governors for the European Schools will serve as a pedagogical guideline.

Exchanges between pupils from other European Schools (Type I and II), Dutch schools and Dutch international schools will be encouraged to foster the all important value of European and international mindedness.

VIII. COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS

There will be a continuous cooperation between School and Parents, respecting the specific roles and responsibilities of each other.  

The Participation Council, in which the Parents will be represented, will meet on a regular basis, the frequency of which will be determined by the council itself. Additionally the Principal and senior management will have meetings with representatives of the Parents Association on a regular basis. For all parents special evenings will be organised by the Parents’ Association.

The School will provide a special email address for every member of staff. These email addresses will be communicated to the Parents (via the School Guide) and can be used for direct contact between parents and staff.

In addition the School’s web site will give general information and will inform the parents about important current issues or news.  

An official news bulletin will be published monthly on the web site of the School. In this way the results of important meetings, like those of the Participation Council, will be published.

All the teachers will have a weekly “office hour”, the time table of these “office hours” will be communicated at the start of the school year via the web site of the School. Parents can make an appointment for this weekly hour via the teachers’ email addresses. 

Apart from this weekly hour, parents evenings will be organised three times a year, for the whole class and for individual consultation.

For school reports see pages 15 and 16 under “Assessments of pupils and school reports”.

IX.  FUNDING OF EUROPEAN SCHOOLING

The “School in The Hague” will have a status similar to that of other Dutch national schools that offer state-subsidized international education in addition to regular Dutch education. Apart from the regular subsidy, the “School in The Hague” will receive a supplementary subsidy for international education, like all the Dutch schools that offer publicly funded international education. The subsidy from the Ministry will not be sufficient to cover all the cost of European schooling type II in The Hague.
For those pupils listed in European Commission Decision 8.12.2010 C(2010) 7993 final the European Commission will pay a contribution to the School in The Hague in accordance with Annex I of that Decision and on the basis of an agreement between the European Union and the School in the Hague. In accordance with Article 4a of the aforementioned Commission Decision no enrolment or tuition fees will be charged to the parents of such pupils. In the case of EPO and ESA/ESTEC the amount of this school fee is to be determined at a later stage. In no case shall this fee be higher than the contribution paid by the European Commission.  Special payment arrangements for the compulsory school fees for these two organisations will be made... A compulsory school fee will be charged to the parents of those children that are not entitled to unlimited access as well as to the children of the Members of the national liaison bureau/national desks of EU agencies which do not fall under the Commission Decision C(2010) 7993 final of 8.12.2010, but for whom unlimited access shall be granted. This fee will be equal to the fee paid by EPO and ESA/ESTEC. 
Dutch Law allows the boards of schools with international education to set a compulsory school fee. 

As the “School in The Hague” is a state-financed School, the City of The Hague will provide the school buildings and other necessary facilities, such as playgrounds, sports facilities and a school canteen.

Municipalities in the Netherlands receive an annual subsidy from the national government for school buildings. Those building will be built in line with municipal guidelines for Dutch regular schools. 

ANNEX A: 
ADMISSION RULES
For admission a distinction will be made between two categories of pupils: Category I and Category III pupils. Category I pupils have “unlimited access” and Category III pupils are “not entitled to unlimited access”. 

Category I pupils 
Category I pupils have priority admittance over pupils in other categories. Category I pupils must be admitted.
Category I are the children of post holders in the service of the European Union institutions or agencies and of organisations listed below:  

· Staff covered by the Staff Regulations of Officials and Conditions of Employment of other Servants of the European Communities;
· Members of the national liaison bureau / national desks of EU agencies;

· Seconded national experts to EU institutions and agencies;

· Staff covered by the Service Regulations of the European Patent Office (EPO);

· Staff covered by the Service Regulations of the European Space Agency (ESA/ESTEC);

· Non-Dutch European teaching staff of the European School recruited outside The Netherlands and moving to The Netherlands for the purpose of being employed by the School;  
· Dutch teaching staff who return from their secondment at a European School type I and enter the employment of the School.

The school commits itself to accept Category I pupils at any time of the school year, regardless the maximum class size.
Category III pupils
Category III pupils are those pupils who have not been classified as Category I pupils. These pupils will be admitted to the European School in so far as places are available, i.e. places which were not filled by Category I pupils in accordance with the order of priority listed below:

1. Children of personnel employed by European institutions and organisations (other than those which belong to category I) and qualifying for international education under Dutch law;

2. Children of personnel employed by diplomatic and consular representations in The Hague of EU Member States and qualifying for international education under Dutch law; 

3. Children of European personnel employed by international governmental institutions and organisations based in The Hague and qualifying for international education under Dutch law; 

4. Children of personnel employed by diplomatic and consular representations in The Hague (1) of European States which are not members of the EU; and (2) of other States whose mother tongue, unique or shared, is an official EU language other than Dutch, and qualifying for international education under Dutch law.
5. Any other children who do not fall into the subcategories listed above, but would qualify for Dutch international education under Dutch law and whose mother tongue, unique or shared, is an EU language other than Dutch.
Age criteria

First year Nursery: children may be admitted to the 1st year of Nursery if  they have reached the age of 4. In compliance with Dutch Law, children must go to school, if they have reached the age of 5.

For all the levels from nursery 2: the Principal will decide the level to be admitted to, taking into account age and previous schooling. The “Table of Equivalences for corresponding grades”, as published in the General Rules of the European Schools as annex V, will be respected.
  In exceptional cases, admission examinations can be organised in order to define the appropriate level.

Allocation to a language section

One of the principles of the European Schooling is the teaching of the mother tongue/dominant language. This principle implies the enrolment in the section of his/her mother tongue, if such a section exists. If the section corresponding with the mother tongue/dominant language does not exist in the “School in The Hague”, pupils will mostly be enrolled in the English-speaking section. In the interest of the child, enrolment in the Dutch- or Spanish speaking section will be possible as well. If possible, these pupils will attend lessons in the mother tongue, if these are organised for so-called SWALS-
students. 

If there is any doubt concerning the mother tongue/dominant language, language tests will be organised and supervised by the teachers of the “School in The Hague”, if possible,  in collaboration with the European School of Bergen or the other European Schools, in order to establish the standard of linguistic attainment and abilities. The definitive decision concerning the allocation to a certain language section will be taken by the Principal of the School.

Parents will have the possibility to lodge an appeal against the Principal’s decision with the Board of Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation, in accordance with the Foundation’s Appeals Procedures.
Admission of SEN
-pupils

Requests for enrolment of SEN-pupils of Category I will be examined case by case. It is the School’s policy to encourage integration of SEN-pupils as much as possible, within its financial, educational and pedagogical limits. 

Both Dutch policy
 and European School policy
 on integration of SEN-pupils will serve as guidelines for the School, which, as a matter of principle, aims to achieve the best results for all the pupils admitted, taking into account the child’s individual talents and the collective interests of other children.

ANNEX B: 
	
	


 
Dossier of Conformity Checklist

European Schooling type II

The Hague – The Netherlands

I. General information

	· Name of the school: The foundation establishing the school is Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation. The official name of the school will be determined by the Board at a later stage when the approval has been received from the Ministry to establish the school and approval by the Board of Governors has been received to work as an accredited school type II. For the purpose of the present document the term “the School in The Hague” is used. 
	
	

	· Address: The Hague, exact address unknown at this stage. The Municipality of the Hague has indicated that both a temporary location and a permanent location will be in or near the “International zone” of the city of The Hague.
	
	

	· Status:
	
	

	· State (public sector) school
	Yes
	

	· Supervisory body:  Ministry of Education, Dutch Education Inspectorate, Supervisory Board of Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation.
	
	

	· Independent (private sector) school
	No
	

	recognised by:
	
	

	· the national authorities
	
	

	· the local authorities
	
	

	· fully independent
	
	

	· Funding
	
	

	· public
	--
	

	· private
	--
	

	· mixed  (please give details) 

The School will be subsidized by the Dutch Ministry of Education. In Nursery/ Primary education this is a regular subsidy per pupil of approx. €4000 plus an additional €1000 per pupil as an international school. In Secondary education it is a regular subsidy per pupil of approx. €6000 plus an additional €1000 per pupil as an international school. The Municipality of The Hague will provide the buildings and will take care of the external maintenance as far as the nursery-primary school is concerned. Internal maintenance is to be paid by the school. The Secondary school is responsible for internal and external maintenance to be paid from the government subsidies it receives and the school fees.
Given the fact that the government subsidy will not cover all the cost of an international or European school an additional compulsory school fee will be asked from the parents of Category III pupils as well as from the parents of the children of the Members of the national liaison bureau/national desks of EU agencies which do not fall under the Commission Decision C(2010) 7993 final of 8.12.2010, but for whom unlimited access shall be granted.. This fee will be equal to the fee paid by EPO and ESA/ESTEC. 

Europol and Eurojust will be covered by the agreement between the European Union and the School on the basis of Commission Decision 8.12.2010 C(2010) 7993 final.  In accordance with Article 4a of the aforementioned Commission Decision no enrolment or tuition fees will be charged to the parents of such pupils. For EPO and ESA/ESTEC pupils a school fee will be charged which is to be determined at a later state, but shall in no case be higher than the contribution paid by the European Commission. Special payment arrangements will be made with these two organisations. 

Study books will be provided for by the schools. 

	Yes
	

	· Structure of the school 
	
	

	· Teaching levels   –   nursery
	Yes
	

	· primary
	Yes
	

	· secondary
	Yes
	

	· Where applicable, links with other schools for teaching levels not catered for by the school itself: (please give details) 
	Yes
	

	· National state school
	No
	

	· National private school
	No
	

	· Other (please give details) ………………………………………..
	Yes
	

	The International School of the Hague is also part of the Rijnlands Lyceum foundation. The school provides the “Middle Years Programme” of the IB organisation, a separate teaching level resulting in a certificate. Additionally the International School plans to add a vocational programme to its IB diploma programme, the so-called IBCC. International vocational or intermediate programmes would seem to fill an educational gap in international education for those children for whom the IB examination or the EB examination would be out of reach. The Hague also offers a number of international Further Education Programmes of a vocational nature for students after four years of international secondary education.

	
	

	· Certificates prepared: ………………..



   awarded: ………………..
	--

--
	

	· Recognition of the certificate(s) for admission to higher education
	Yes
	

	· in the country  - yes
	
	

	· abroad   - yes
	
	

	· Total number of pupils:  approx. 1400-1680, when the school has reached its complete form
	
	

	· Number of pupils per teaching level: 80 – 100 (depending on the opening of an Italian section)……
	
	

	· nursery:  ca. 200……………….
	
	

	· primary:  ca. 550 …………….
	
	

	· secondary: …ca. 750…………….
	
	

	· Management
	
	

	· Head: 1 Principal 
	
	

	· Deputy Head(s): When the School has reached its complete form: 1 Deputy Principal (Head Teacher) Primary, 1 Deputy-Principal (Head Teacher) Secondary
	
	

	· Administrator (Bursar): Administration will be carried out by the Principal and the Rijnlands Lyceum Administration Office
	
	

	· Head(s) of teaching levels: coordinators will be appointed
	
	

	· Head(s) of department (by subject): coordinators will be appointed
	
	

	· Educational adviser: mentors, careers counsellors
	
	

	· Others: school psychologist, librarian, nursery and primary classroom assistants
	
	

	· Decision-making bodies
	
	

	· Administrative Board
	Yes
	

	In compliance with Dutch Law on Educational Governance there will be an Executive Board (the Executive Director) and a Supervisory Board (six members)
	
	· 

	· Management Committee
	Yes
	

	Composition: Principal, Deputy-principals (heads)


	
	· 

	· Advisory bodies
	
	

	· Education Committees
	No
	

	· Teaching Committees
	No
	

	· Others 

There will be:

· a participation council for the Nursery and Primary School consisting of teacher and parent representatives

· a participation council for the Secondary School consisting of parent, teacher and student representatives

· a Parent Association with an elected board that can advise school management on matters not dealt with by the participation councils

· a School Advisory Board in which the four European organisations supporting the School in the Hague will be represented
	Yes
	


II. Reason for the introduction of European schooling

	· Existence of a European Institution/Agency 
	Yes
	

	· If so, which one: Eurojust, Europol, European Patent Office, ESA/ESTEC
	
	

	· Existence of an international institution
	Yes
	

	If so, which one: Permanent Court of Arbitration, The International Court of Justice, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, OPCW and the Nato C3 Agency. All of this in addition to embassies and consulates. 
	
	

	· Other reason:………………………………………………….
	
	


III. Introduction of European schooling

	· Introduction of European schooling in the whole school
	Yes
	

	· Partial introduction of European schooling 
	No
	

	· Forecast of development: see time line on page 7 of the DoC
	Yes


	


IV. Organisation of European schooling (whether general or partial) 

· Teaching levels planned:

	· Nursery
	Yes
	

	· Primary
	Yes
	

	· Secondary
	Yes
	


· Language sections

	· Number of language sections: …3 (eventually 4)…………..
	
	

	· Language(s) of the sections (L1): 






……Dutch……………..






……English…………..






……Spanish………….

                                                      (eventually) Italian
	
	


· Number of pupils:

	· Number of pupils: ……an estimated 1400-1680 (to be reached in 2017)
	
	

	· by teaching level: …………………
	
	

	· nursery: ……200…………..
	
	

	· primary: ……500…………..
	
	

	· secondary: …700……………..
	
	

	· by category:
	
	

	· Cat. I: ……1200 (“entitled to unlimited access”; an estimated 600 of these pupils will be from Europol and Eurojust, 400 from EPO and 200 from ESA-ESTEC)……………..
	
	

	· Cat. II: ……
	
	

	· Cat. III: ……200 (“not-entitled to unlimited access”)………….…………….

	
	

	· Number of pupils per teaching level in each language section:
	Section 
1
	Section 2
	Section 3
	Section 4
	Section 5

	· Nursery:      
	50
	50
	50
	50
	

	· Primary:       
	125
	125
	125
	125
	

	· Secondary:
	175
	175
	175
	175
	


	· Number of pupils per year group in each language section:
 - Not to be established at this early stage of development.
	
	


· Pupils whose mother tongue is different from that of the language section in which they are enrolled

	· Pupils’ mother tongues:  - Cannot be established with any degree of certainty at this stage. See the table with nationalities within the organisations “Category I” on page 6 of the DoC for an indication of the various mother tongues.

· Mother tongue: ……………Number of pupils involved: ……………

· Mother tongue: ……………Number of pupils involved: ……………



	· Specific tuition in the language of the section for pupils without their own language section 
	Yes
	

	· Provision of mother tongue teaching for pupils without a section in the language in question
	Yes
	

	· by a teacher from the actual school – Yes: initially limited to groups of a minimum of 5 pupils.
	Yes
	

	· using distance learning techniques 
	Yes
	

	· in cooperation with the European Schools
	Yes
	

	· in cooperation with other schools or with embassies
	Yes
	

	· Provision of vehicular languages as L2
	Yes
	

	Which ones: FR   yes  
	
	

	 EN   yes
	
	

	 DE   yes
	
	

	· Tuition in the language of the country
	Yes
	

	· Status of this tuition:
	
	

	· Compulsory (in primary school)
	Yes
	

	· Optional (from 2nd secondary)
	Yes
	

	· Number of pupils studying the language of the country as:
	
	

	· L1: ……350…………………………..
	
	

	· L2: ……25…(in year 6 and 7)…..
	
	

	· L3: …..  200

· L4……..100
	
	

	
	
	

	· Subjects taught in L2 up to year 5
	
	

	· history
	Yes
	

	· geography
	Yes
	

	· others: …economics…………….



    Human sciences in year 3……………….                                 



    ……………….
	Yes

Yes  
	

	· from which year onwards: human sciences from year 3, history, geography and economics from  year 4…………….
	
	

	· Secondary years 6 and 7
	
	

	· Teaching of history and geography in L2 (DE, EN or FR)
	Yes
	

	· Learning of a L3 possible from secondary year 2
	Yes
	

	· Learning of a L3 possible before secondary year 2
	Yes
	

	· If so, from which year onwards: …… Dutch L3 from year 3 primary
	
	


· School development plan

	· Objectives: …Introducing and developing European Schooling in conformity with the Europeans school system
	
	

	· Pedagogical priorities: Education for mixed nationalities…………………….........
	
	

	· European dimension: …European education as provided in the European Schools………
	
	


· Curriculum

	· Syllabuses up to secondary year 5 (inclusive)
	
	

	· National 
	No
	

	· European Schools 
	Yes
	

	· mixed (please give details)………………………………………
	No
	

	· specific (please give details)……………………………………
	--
	

	· Teaching of religions in combination with ethics 
	Yes
	

	· Compulsory
	Yes
	

	· optional
	No
	

	· Teaching of ethics in combination with religions
	Yes
	

	· compulsory
	Yes
	

	· optional
	No


	

	· European schooling in secondary years 6 and 7
	Yes
	

	- Anticipated date of organisation of the first year 6

…….2015 - 2016……………….
	.

	· Application for accreditation for these years currently before the Board of Governors
	No
	

	· Teaching organised in cooperation with a fully-fledged European School
	Yes
	

	· Teaching exactly following the European Schools’ syllabuses
	Yes
	

	· Preparation of candidates for the European Baccalaureate
	Yes
	

	· Wish to organise the European Baccalaureate in the school
	Yes
	

	- Anticipated date of organisation of the first European Baccalaureate session: ………..…July 2017…………….
	

	· Career or higher education options guidance organised in secondary years 6 and 7 
	Yes
	

	-  Which: (please attach a list): not yet relevant
	
	


· Teaching materials and equipment

	· School books and textbooks
	Yes
	

	· national
	
	

	· specific 
	
	

	· Computers
	Yes
	

	· Multimedia libraries
	Yes
	

	· Library books/works of reference
	Yes
	

	· Scientific experimentation equipment/apparatus
	Yes
	

	· Others: materials for art and musical instruments
	Yes
	


· Weekly timetables

	· By teaching level: 
	
	

	· nursery:  26  hrs…………………….
	
	

	· primary: …28 hrs………………….
	
	

	· secondary: 33 – 35 periods…………………….
	
	

	· Length of periods (in minutes) by teaching level:
	
	

	· nursery: …30………………….
	
	

	· primary: ……30……………….
	
	

	· secondary: …45………………….
	
	

	· or number of hours allocated to subjects par term/semester or year: …………………….
	
	


· School calendar

	· number of school days per year: 200…………………….
	
	

	· division of the school year into:
	
	

	· terms
	Yes
	

	· semesters
	Yes
	

	For the lower secondary trimesters, for the other classes semesters)
	
	

	· breakdown of school holidays: …Autumn Break, Christmas Break, Spring Break, May Break, Summer Holidays………………….
	
	


· Assessment of pupils

	· frequency of reporting (school reports):  …for the lower secondary classes 3 x per year, for the other classes 2 x per year, see pp. 16 – 17 Assessment of pupils and school reports. Parents will be able to monitor their children’s progress and grades through the school’s student progress system
	
	

	· type of assessment
	
	

	· formative
	Yes
	

	· summative
	Yes
	

	· class councils
	Yes
	


· Provision for SEN (special educational needs) pupils

	· Special equipment
	Yes
	

	· Specialist staff 
	Yes
	


· Learning support

	· Extra tuition
	Yes
	

	· Catch-up classes
	Yes
	

	in which subjects: L2 …………………….
	
	

	· Individualised lessons
	Yes
	

	· Small group lessons
	Yes
	


· Links with the European Schools system

	· Links with the European Schools system
	Yes
	

	· Links with one European School in particular
	Yes
	

	· Which:   European School of Bergen……………………
	
	

	in which areas: ………main school subjects………………………
	
	

	· Information for pupils and guidance 
	Yes
	

	· provided by: …school counsellors, specialist and career counsellors from outside………………….
	
	

	· from which year: …5 secondary……………….
	
	


V. Staff

	· Specific management, if applicable:
	
	

	· Head teacher (for each teaching level)
	Yes
	

	· Department head(s)
	Yes
	

	· Others: ….year co-ordinators
	Yes
	


· Teaching staff

	· Number of teachers
	
	

	· Number of teachers for European schooling: at the start of the school: 15 – 20, in its complete form approx 180
	
	

	· Number of teachers recruited specially for European schooling: all
	
	

	· Number of teachers from the host school involved in European schooling: the school will be set up for European schooling only
	
	

	· Teachers’ status: …in compliance with Dutch Law………………….
	
	

	· Length of contracts: …in compliance with Dutch Law and collective labour agreements….
	
	

	· Teachers’ remuneration 
	
	

	· National authority of the host school responsible for remuneration: …..in principle staff is paid on the basis of the Collective Labour Agreement
	Yes
	

	· School itself responsible for remuneration: the school can choose from a number of pay scales depending on age, qualification, experience, teaching level and specialist duties. Salaries are paid both from the ministerial subsidy and the school fees received.
	Yes
	

	· Recruitment of teachers
	
	

	· Recruitment of teachers organised in cooperation with the educational authorities of the country in which they are qualified and registered to teach 
	Yes
	

	· Involvement of European School inspectors in the recruitment of teachers 
	No
	

	· If necessary:  e.g. to determine whether  the teacher would be qualified under the educational laws of the teacher’s home country
	Yes
	

	· Involvement of national inspectors in the recruitment of teachers 
· If necessary: e.g. to determine whether the teacher would be qualified under Dutch law.
	No 

Yes


	

	· Teachers’ qualifications
	
	

	· Teachers are native speakers of the language in which they teach 
Yes :regarding L1 teachers: for the other subjects non- native qualified teachers could be recruited on the condition that they present a European C2 certificate

Yes: but regarding L2, L3 and L4 language teachers, by way of exception, this may include those teachers who hold an academic teaching qualification for the language concerned.
	Yes
	

	· Teachers are holders of the academic and professional qualifications required to teach the subject in question in the country or countries (case of a language spoken in several countries) in the language of which they teach 
	Yes
	

	· Evaluation of teachers’ performance
	Yes
	

	· by the Head
	Yes
	

	· by the national inspectors of the subject
	No
	

	· if necessary
	--
	

	· by European School inspectors
	No
	

	· if necessary
	--
	

	· frequency: …every 2 years………………….
	
	

	· In-service training of teachers 
	Yes
	

	· by whom: …School, National Organisations, European Schools in-service training………………….
	
	

	· frequency: …at least once a year………………….
	
	


· Administrative and ancillary staff

	· number: ca. 10 (when the school has reached its complete form)…………………….
	
	

	· posts: secretaries, caretakers, technical staff, basic IT support
	
	

	· qualifications: …according Dutch Law………………….
	
	

	· Medical and nursing staff…………………………..
	No
	

	Please give details: In the Netherlands the school’s medical services are centralised………
	
	


VI. Buildings and facilities

	· Purpose-built or specially fitted out premises for European schooling  
(if partial schooling - where applicable)
	Yes
	

	· Area: ……The Hague……………….
	
	

	· Number of classrooms
	
	

	by teaching level: 

Scenario: 1: assuming that there is a minimum of  4 classes per year corresponding to 3 language sections, the English section with one parallel group, or 4 sections without parallel groups):
	
	

	· nursery:      8 - 10…………………….
	
	

	· primary:      20 -25……………………. 

· Secondary: 28 - 35
	
	

	Scenario 2:  assuming that extra classrooms will be needed as some language sections have more than 1 class per year group
	
	

	· nursery:     12 - 15…………………….
	Yes
	

	· primary:     25 - 30……………………. 
	Yes
	

	· secondary: 38 - 50…………………….


	Yes
	

	· art rooms 
	Yes
	

	· music rooms 
	Yes
	

	· others: gymnasium, outdoor sports facilities

· school canteen……………………………………………………
	Yes

Yes
	

	· Number of specially equipped laboratories for science lessons: …3………………….
	
	

	· Number of computers in classrooms: …ICT classrooms 15 computers, class rooms 1 computer…….
	
	


VII. Extra-curricular activities

	· Activities offered: ……sports and cultural activities……………….…………………….
…………………….…………………….…………………….
	
	

	· in the school
	Yes
	

	· outside the school
	Yes
	

	· organised by
	
	

	· the school
	Yes
	

	· parents
	Yes
	

	· free of charge
	No
	

	· charge made
	Yes
	


VIII. Communication with parents 

	· Means:
	
	

	· school reports
	Yes
	

	· meetings
	Yes
	

	· mail
	Yes
	

	· internet
	Yes
	

	· newspaper
	Yes
	

	· Frequency of meetings: …monthly………………….
	
	

	· Type of meetings or interviews: …monthly meetings of board parents’ association – management team; regular meeting with all parents of the parents’ association; weekly possibility to meet the teachers, parents’ evenings three times a year………………….
	
	


IX. Funding of European schooling

	· By the supervisory body
	Yes
	

	· state (public sector)
	Yes
	

	· private (private sector)
	No
	

	· national authorities
	Yes
	

	· local authorities
	Yes
	

	· School’s own funds
	No
	

	· Parents
	Yes
	

	· European Commission
	Yes
	

	· European Agency or Institution
	Yes
	

	· International Institution
	No
	

	· Financial burden-sharing arrangements: ………….
	Yes
	


For the development stage of the school the Dutch Ministry of Education will provide an extra subsidy of €200.000 for curriculum development and the establishment of the school. The City of The Hague also provides €200.000 for the same purpose. The City of The Hague guarantees an amount of €150.000 per year in case of inefficient group sizes for a maximum period of two years. The Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation provides a loan of €200.000 to the school for the starting phase of the school.
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� Document 2005 – D – 342 – en (4th version)


�In this document this School will be referred to as “the School in The Hague”. The official name of the School is not known yet.





� More information about the Rijnlands Lyceum Foundation can be found in the General File of  Interest, par. 3


� See par. 1: Rationale


� In this model, only one parallel class per level (apart from the English speaking section) is envisaged.  Most probably  the number of pupils  will make it necessary to split up into more classes. The total number of 1680 as mentioned earlier will then be likely. 


� See par. 10. a : Language support 


� See par. 9 : School reports, certificates and examinations


� For years there has been a discussion in the European Schools, whether the language of the home country should be offered as a first foreign language. If this will be decided officially, the School in The Hague will immediately offer Dutch as a first foreign language. 


� For non-native speakers the C2 level is required


� See footnote 9


� See footnote 9


� Doc 2001-D-85


� Courses in these languages will be organised if there is a request from at least 5 pupils. L3 Dutch courses will always be granted regardless of student numbers.


� For these pupils a special assessment will be organized at the beginning of year 4.  If necessary, the school will offer language support in order to make sure that the pupils concerned will reach the L2 Dutch level when they enter into the sixth year.


� Courses in these languages will be organised if there is a request from at least 5 pupils. L4 Dutch courses will always be granted, regardless of the number of pupils.


� Mother tongue tuition will be granted for Dutch, English, French, German, Italian and Spanish. As far as  the other European mother tongues are concerned, mother tongue tuition will be provided only if there is a request for 5 pupils in nursery/primary or 5 pupils in secondary who, from a pedagogical point of view, can be placed together in one group. Case by case it will be examined, by special request, if for example through modern communication technology (video conferencing) more individualized solutions may be offered if a group size of 5 has not been reached.





� Teaching of the following foreign languages will be granted: Dutch, English, French, German, Italian and Spanish (next to Latin and Ancient Greek). English, French and German  will be offered as L2.  Dutch L3 courses will always be granted, including the Dutch L2 course in years 6 and 7. English, French, German, Italian and Spanish L3 and L4 courses  will be offered if there is a demand from at least 5 pupils. 





� The contents of this subject is nearly the same as the “religious education” curriculum in the Type II Helsinki School.


� Doc. 2011-01-D-14-en-1and annexes


� Dutch Law does not allow lunch time to be included in the timetable, as in the European School system.


� See footnote 19


� See footnote 19


� Doc. 2001-D-85


� Published on the European Schools’ website �HYPERLINK "http://www.eursc.eu"�www.eursc.eu� : Studies and certificates, Syllabuses


� One of the 6 periods will be used for a methodology course, at least until the Autumn break


� As L3 will be offered: Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish. For any other European official language the minimum number of 5 pupils would need to be achieved.


� This subject will be taught in the section language in years 1 and 2, in the vehicular language in year 3





� Pupils will have to choose either Latin and Art, or Latin and Music, or Art and Music. 


� Pupils can either choose the “ normal”  (3 periods) or the “strong” (6 periods) mathematics.


� Geography and History will be taught in L2.


� Economics will be taught in L2.


� As L4 can be taken  Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish.


� Depending on the choice for the “normal” (3 periods) or “strong” (6 periods) mathematics


� Biology is not compulsory, if the options physics and/or chemistry are taken.


� Courses in  elective subjects will only be organised for a minimum of 5 students.


� Can only be taken together with mathematics 5 as a compulsory subject


� This time table is valid for all classes of Secondary School. Classes 1 and 2 will have the Wednesday afternoon free (lessons end at 12.45 h.).


� General Rules of  the European Schools, p. 36, art, 56


� General Rules of the European Schools, p. 34, art. 54


� General Rules of  the European Schools, pp. 39 – 42, art. 62


� The cooperation with the other European Schools of type I and II will make it possible to offer exams of the same difficulty as in the other Schools.


� Doc. �HYPERLINK "http://www.eursc.eu/fichiers/contenu_fichiers1/279/2009-D-292-en-1.pdf" \t "blank"�2009-D-292-en-1� and also the recently approved  doc.: 2010-D-289-en-4 concerning the Reform of the European Baccalaureate


�  Learning support in the nursery and primary cycles – 2009-D-669-en-2


     Learning support in the secondary : general policy – 2004-D-4110-en-3


� Integration of pupils with special needs into the European Schools –Doc. 2009-D-619-en-3


   Special arrangements for the Baccalaureate for candidates with special needs – Doc. 20909-D-559-3


� Project “Together to School again” (“Weer samen naar school”)


� A possible organisation of  L1 distance teaching  is described in Doc. 2002-D-6410-en-2, p. 19 : Swedish L1 Distance learning involving European School of Karlsruhe, European School of Brussels II and Värmdö Distans/Sweden.


�  Doc. 2000-D-264-en-2


� Child Protection, Doc. �HYPERLINK "http://www.eursc.eu/fichiers/contenu_fichiers1/1102/2007-D-441-en-5.pdf" \t "blank"�2007-D-441-en-5�


� Guidelines for school outings and trips organised by the nursery and primary departments  of the European Schools, Doc. 2002-D-54-en


� Doc. D 2007-D-4010-en-6, pp. 50 - 52


� Students Without a Language Section


� Pupils with Special Educational Needs, who have learning disabilities which are not temporary.


� Project “Weer samen naar school”


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.eursc.eu/fichiers/contenu_fichiers2/699/2009-D-619-en-3.pdf" \t "blank"�Integration of pupils with special needs into the European Schools - 2009-D-619-en-3�
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